	JUNE 2011
Newsletter from the Rural Neighbourhood Management Team (SMBC),West Midlands Police East Neighbourhood Team and Partner organisations

	NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGER 
Kath Hemmings – 0121 704 6358 (e-mail kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk)
POLICE INSPECTOR 
Keith Portman –Telephone: 0845 113 5000 ext 7922 6520
Email: meridensector@west-midlands.police.uk 

SPORTS INCLUSION DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
Dave Turton -  0121 704 8339 (e-mail dturton@solihull.gov.uk)

ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR TEAM 
Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt on 0121-779-1515 ( e-mail sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk)
NEIGHBOURHOOD COORDINATORS: 

Blythe Ward and Hockley Heath village – Mathew Gardner – 0121 704 6573 email mgardner@solihull.gov.uk 
Knowle Ward and Dorridge village – Kerry Mountjoy - 0121 704 8304 e-mail kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk 
Meriden Ward – Bruce Brant - e-mail bbrant@solihull.gov.uk  – 0121 704 6435
NEIGHBOURHOOD SERGEANTS:

Blythe, Knowle, Dorridge and Hockley Heath – Glen Mernagh 345 113 5000 ext 7928 6666 Email: blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk
Bickenhill and Meriden – Tony Hanlon 0345 113 5000 ext 7601 6148 e-mail bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk
ENVIRONMENT CHAMPIONS CO-ORDINATOR
Trish Willetts - 0121 704 6534 e-mail pwilletts@solihull.gov.uk
WEST MIDLANDS FIRE SERVICE

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525. or visit www.wmfs.net 


	NEWS

The London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) has awarded Inspire Mark to Solihull MBC Neighbourhood Sports Programme.  Inspire Mark is only awarded to projects which mirror the Olympic brand values.  Only the most accessible, participative, inspiring and stimulating projects and events can achieve the mark which is across sport, culture, education, environment, volunteering and business skills. 
 

The Neighbourhood Sports Programme as part of the Leisure and Arts Service and Neighbourhood Services has been recognised as such a project.  As of today the Neighbourhood Sports Programme will be able to use Inspire Mark on all literature and advertising of the programme.  It will also be used to inspire young people and the community within Solihull to become involved in the programme. 
 

This would not of been possible without a team effort. 


	BLYTHE WARD
· Re Shelly Lane littering adjacent to Tesco, the area is still clean so the Manager of Tesco has been keeping his promise to clean the area.  We are awaiting a Tesco head office decision on capital funding to reinforce the fencing and put barriers in the car park.  Some unpleasant grafitti appeared on the Elmbridge Drive section of Shelly Lane, which Matt painted over.  The Neighbourhood Teams  are now considering a project to restore and paint the bridge, which is looking a little tired.

· There will be an Environment Champions project on 8th October from 10.30am to 12.30pm to plant bulbs in Hillfield Park. 
· Matt is meeting the Dickens Heath Gardening club reps on the 7th July to discuss future planting of the traffic islands plus autumn bulb planting.  There will be an Environment Champions project there on the 13th October from 10am to 12 noon. A meeting of the Dickens Heath working party is to be arranged to conclude discussions on the replacement of the butterfly sculpture with a clock.  The butterfly would be relocated within the village.
· The Environment Champions and Cheswick Green Primary School plus local ward councillors cleaned up the recreational area of Cheswick Green park and adjacent brook on 24th June.  Sheets of metal were found plus an old children’s tractor, tins, bottles and 15 bags of rubbish! 
· The Blythe Ward Police priority is for SHELLEY FARM shopping area where there has been antisocial behaviour, damage and shop theft.
Reports from shop staff regarding groups of youths congregating outside shops, intimidating customers, causing noise nuisance. Also there has been a slight rise in shoplifting at the Co-op. Weekends and school holidays are worse and the main times are 1700hrs to 2130hrs. Furthermore other youths cause alcohol related problems later on in the evenings in other parts of Monkspath. The partners are looking at some physical changes to discourage hanging around the area and also have been viewing CCTV to identify offenders.  Police officers are liaising directly with the Co-op.
Details of walk in meetings open to the public

Date/Time

Meeting Type

Location

14 July 2011
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

General surgery 

Shirley police station



	DORRIDGE AND HOCKLEY HEATH
· The first meeting of the  Friends of Dorridge Station group is being held on Monday 11th July.  Its not too late to join in, so if you would like to know more please contact them at fods.93@gmail.com or phone 01564 77 9635.
· At the beginning of June there were boy racers gathering between 9pm and 3am at Train Station Car Park (rear of Total Service Petrol Station) in Dorridge. This was a regular occurrence where there were sometimes in excess of 15 vehicles meeting on this site playing loud music and performing dangerous manoeuvres in their vehicles. To tackle this issue, officers from the neighbourhood team attended the location, took details of all of the drivers and gave them strong warnings regarding their behaviour and the potential consequences of their actions, for example, seizing their vehicles (Section 59 Police Reform Act 2002). Since the neighbourhood team spoke with the drivers there have been no further incidents of this nature at this location.

· There was a successful Environment Champions project on 31st May to assist Hockley Heath Gardeners Club with planting for Britain In Bloom, It went very well and hundreds of geraniums were introduced. A new planter is going to be provided to replace the one which was burned out.

· There will be an Environment Champions project to plant bulbs in The Spinney, Dorridge on 20th September 
Details of walk in meetings open to the public

Date/Time

Meeting Type

Location

14 July 2011
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Police Surgery 

Shirley Police Station

Tackling speeding motorists – Hockley Heath
Priority reviewed and discharged – 14 July 2010 In May we received concerns from local residents about motorists speeding through the village, in particular along the Stratford Road. We have carried out speed enforcement operations in the area, one of which was assisted by children at Hockley Heath Primary School. During this initiative we stopped speeding motorists by using a speed detection device and then both an officer and pupil advised the driver about the dangers of their speed. The feedback we have received from the local community has been excellent and we hope this can be carried out again in the autumn term. Solihull Council is aware of the speeding concerns and the Stratford Road is part of their speed visor signs programme.



	KNOWLE
· There will be an Environment Champions project on the 13th September planting by the sub station on Warwick Road opposite Arden Vale Road.
· The vandalised bench on the Kenilworth Road is being returned following repair.  No update on the offenders has been received so this will need to be monitored going forward

· Intelligence is still required around scrap metal collectors.  This is really useful and a prosecution has already taken place, resulting in reduced noise nuisance.
· Waitrose held an exhibition on the 17th June in the village hall where their new plans were proposed.  The event was well attended and residents provided a lot of feedback which is being analysed re the planning process.

· The environmental champions carried out a planting project in Jobs Close on the 15th June with the Duke of Edinburgh team.

Details of walk in meetings open to the public
Date/Time

Meeting Type

Location

6 June 2011
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Beat surgery 

Knowle Church

4 July 2011
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Beat surgery 

Knowle Church

6 July 2011
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Beat surgery 

Tescos Knowle



	Meriden Ward
· Partners are continuing to direct effort into Alspath Road.  SCH are considering on site arrangements e.g. provision of car park bollards. The Police team are continuing to work with local young people to point out how behaviour is affecting residents. The neighbourhood team have made two joint ASB visits to the parents of the youths and letters have also been sent to them warning of ASB conduct. A dispersal order has been arranged and is awaiting approval. This will give officers the power to remove youths causing ASB from designated areas in Meriden for up to 48hrs. If the offenders fail to stay away from the designated area, officers then have the power to arrest them. There have been no reported incidents in Alspath Road for the month of June.
· Balsall Common Primary School -  a new part time 20 mph speed limit will be introduced on Balsall street East in 2011/12 with signage and flashing lights to indicate when the 20 mph limit is in force.
· Meanwhile Bruce has been visiting key hotspots for grass verge parking and issuing letters relating to new powers for enforcement.  On Fillongley Road this has worked really well.  He is also targeting Wilton and Asbury Roads, where school parking is a big issue.
· A Meriden Duck Pond tidy up and improvement project took place on the 14th June with the support of corporate volunteers from the company Royal Haskoning, who are environmental experts.  Its hoped to work with them again on this project.
· We are talking to Berkswell villagers and Parish about doing more bulb planting in the autumn.

· The Environment Champions from Heart of England School went out again on 1st June and have made further progress on the frontage of Willow Park, this still needs completion.  Bruce has met with the Neighbourhood Watch locally and has agreed some actions to further improve Willow Park.  Residents agreed that they would like to see a defined conservation area to attract wildlife and have an educational aspect.  They also looked at the existing maintenance regime and requested that this be reviewed with the Parish Council.  The residents would also like to see further community projects to tidy and clear areas which may attract anti social activities.  Residents would like to see some community events in the park.
· There will be an Environment Champions project on 25th July – 10.30am to 12.30pm in Lavender Hall Park

Details of walk in meetings open to the public
Date/Time

Meeting Type

Location

11 July 2011
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Meriden Library

8 August 2011
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Meriden Library

12 September 2011
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Meriden Library
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