	AUGUST 2011
Newsletter from Neighbourhood Management Rural Area (SMBC),West Midlands Police East Neighbourhood Team and Partner organisations

	NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGER 
Kath Hemmings – 0121 704 6358 (e-mail kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk)
POLICE INSPECTOR 
Keith Portman –Telephone: 0845 113 5000 ext 7922 6520
Email: meridensector@west-midlands.police.uk 

SPORTS INCLUSION DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
Dave Turton -  0121 704 8339 (e-mail dturton@solihull.gov.uk)

ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR TEAM 
Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt on 0121-779-1515 ( e-mail sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk)
NEIGHBOURHOOD COORDINATORS: 

Blythe Ward and Hockley Heath village – Mathew Gardner – 0121 704 6573 email mgardner@solihull.gov.uk 
Knowle Ward and Dorridge village – Kerry Mountjoy - 0121 704 8304 e-mail kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk 
Meriden Ward – Bruce Brant - e-mail bbrant@solihull.gov.uk  – 0121 704 6435
NEIGHBOURHOOD SERGEANTS:

Blythe, Knowle, Dorridge and Hockley Heath – Glen Mernagh 345 113 5000 ext 7928 6666 Email: blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk
Bickenhill and Meriden – Tony Hanlon 0345 113 5000 ext 7601 6148 e-mail bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk
ENVIRONMENT CHAMPIONS CO-ORDINATOR
Trish Willetts - 0121 704 6534 e-mail pwilletts@solihull.gov.uk
WEST MIDLANDS FIRE SERVICE

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525. or visit www.wmfs.net 


	NEWS

National Highway Survey 2010 – great news!

A big well done to Transport and Highways, who have just received some excellent results from the National Highway Survey 2010. Of the 95 authorities surveyed, Solihull was ranked 14th nationally for overall satisfaction. This placed us as 3rd best of the 16 Metropolitan Boroughs and number one from the ten West Midlands authorities who took part. This was the first time we have taken part in the survey and the questions covered topics such as pavements and pedestrian facilities, cycling, road safety, road works, and the condition of roads and pavements. 

Youth Offending Service

The YOS are still looking for reparation projects, especially indoor now winter is drawing in.  Please contact Donna Potter, reparation support worker on 0121 779 1720.

Active at Work
There are two new Active @ Work sessions taking place in Solihull town centre which are open to anyone.  These classes are great if you work or shop in the town centre; Pilates on Wednesdays 9.00am-9.45am and Tai Chi on Fridays 9.00am-9.45am. Both classes are at Solihull Arts Complex and cost just £3 per class. Just turn up!  Pilates gets my personal recommendation!


	Neighbourhood Management Team

Over the past month, the rural NMT have dealt with a variety of requests to deal with a range of issues including: cutting back vegetation, arranging for the installation of litter bins, cleansing alleyways, dog fouling, parking, speeding, graffiti and ASB.  In addition, they have carried out approximately 160 highway inspections and 30 NRSWA inspections.  These inspections include dealing with pot holes, raised flag stones, and damaged kerbs, tree root damage to footways and drainage issues. 



	BLYTHE WARD
· Since the beginning of July we have seen an increase in the number of homes broken in to in Monkspath and the number of shed and garage break-ins in Dickens Heath. Thieves are also targeting bicycles. As a result the neighbourhood Police team have increased their patrols in the area. 
· Re Shelly Lane littering adjacent to Tesco, the area is still clean so the Manager of Tesco has been keeping his promise to clean the area.  We are still awaiting a Tesco head office decision on capital funding to reinforce the fencing and put barriers in the car park.  
· Over the next two weeks Matt and colleagues will be completing a project to restore and paint the bridge on Shelly Lane, near Elmbridge Drive. 

· There will be an Environment Champions project on 8th October from 10.30am to 12.30pm to plant bulbs in Hillfield Park. 
· During July there was only one police log relating to the Shelly Farm shops and car park partners are continuing to monitor the area and to improve the environment around the shops and medical centre
· As part of the Speed Aware Programme the following roads will be targeted with  mini SpeedVisor speed activated temporary signs during November: Frankholmes Drive 30mph; Tanworth Lane 40mph; ‘Dickens Heath Road 30mph 
Neighbourhood Beat Surgeries

Thursday 11 August 2011 
Tesco, Monkspath 

6pm - 7pm 

Wednesday 14 September 2011 
Cheswick Green (near to the Post Office) 

2pm - 3pm

	DORRIDGE AND HOCKLEY HEATH
· The planning application from Sainsburys for Dorridge Forest Court has been submitted, the documents can be found by following the link below and typing in the planning app no – 2011/1107
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/planning/dc/ViewApp.asp
· On the A3400 Stratford Road, Hockley Heath during January, February and March 2012 there will be a 30mph ‘Mini SpeedVisor’ speed activated temporary sign, plus a poster campaign and Police enforcement to address speeds through the village. 

· Solihull Partnership Speed Watch will be delivering speed monitoring and awareness activity at Earlswood Road during December 2011 and Browns Lane during February 2012.
· An old concrete play tunnel has been dug up and smashed at Hanbury Road park.  The tunnel had been buried for over ten years so the incident is puzzling to say the least.  The area is now scheduled to be filled in and made good.

· There will be an Environment Champions project to plant bulbs in The Spinney, Dorridge on 20th September. 
Tackling speeding motorists – Hockley Heath
Priority reviewed and discharged – 14 July 2010 In May we received concerns from local residents about motorists speeding through the village, in particular along the Stratford Road. We have carried out speed enforcement operations in the area, one of which was assisted by children at Hockley Heath Primary School. During this initiative we stopped speeding motorists by using a speed detection device and then both an officer and pupil advised the driver about the dangers of their speed. The feedback we have received from the local community has been excellent and we hope this can be carried out again in the autumn term. Solihull Council is aware of the speeding concerns and the Stratford Road is part of their speed visor signs programme.



	KNOWLE
· The first community-enabled access to a Solihull Library started on Saturday 9th July at Knowle library between 2-4pm.The Knowle Society are hiring the library between 2-4pm on Saturdays’ to enable local residents to return, borrow and renew books and other items. The full range of library and information services, such as enquiries and internet access, will not be available. 
· A scheme has now been approved for the Warwick Road by the Sunrise Apartments for two bus showcase shelters, plus interactive elderly people signs and dropped kerbs. This will be delivered during the current financial year.
· Solihull Partnership Speed Watch will be operation at the following locations in the autumn: October - Lady Byron Lane 30mph speed monitoring and awareness activity ; November - Longdon Road 30mph speed monitoring and awareness activity.
· A local safety scheme will be carried out during this financial year at the junction of Jacobean Lane and Warwick Road involving improved signing and lining as part of the Local Transport Plan.
· There will be an Environment Champions project on the 13th September planting by the sub station on Warwick Road opposite Arden Vale Road.



	Meriden Ward
· Partners are continuing to direct effort into Alspath Road with positive results as levels of ASB were low again last month.  A dispersal order is likely to be in place within the next two weeksl. This will give officers the power to remove youths causing ASB from designated areas in Meriden for up to 48hrs. If the offenders fail to stay away from the designated area, officers then have the power to arrest them. Coupled with this partner agencies are assessing the  needs of 6 young people to ascertain what support and direction they need to have put in place.
· The police team have increased their patrols in Balsall Common to help tackle Anti Social Behaviour (ASB), paying particular attention to the Co-op car park where there have been reports of youths hanging around the car park playing football, drinking alcohol and smoking cannabis. The NPT have issued a number of the individuals with a drug caution and have sent formal letters to their parents regarding their behaviour. As a result the number of reports is falling.
· There will be a week of Neighbourhood sports activities for young people in Willow Park during August 22nd to 26th, between 10am and 3pm.  It is hoped to encourage positive use of the park and is being followed up with Streetwatch, an initiative to involve residents in providing a presence and keeping an eye on the park, which is being organised by the NPT.

· Funding for provision of a number of shed alarms has been obtained by Sgt Hanlon for both Balsall Common and Meriden.
· In the light of national Force savings the Neighbourhood Police team in Balsall Common are working with their volunteers to consider how they might keep a presence in the village in the event that they need to vacate the Police shop.  

Details of walk in meetings open to the public
Date/Time

Meeting Type

Location

8 August 2011
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Meriden Library

12 September 2011
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Meriden Library

10 October 2011
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Meriden Library

14 November 2011
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Meriden Library
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