	NOVEMBER 2011
Newsletter from Neighbourhood Management Rural Area (SMBC),West Midlands Police East Neighbourhood Team and Partner organisations

	NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGER 
Kath Hemmings – 0121 704 6358 (e-mail kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk)
POLICE INSPECTOR 
Keith Portman –Telephone: 0845 113 5000 ext 7922 6520
Email: meridensector@west-midlands.police.uk 

SPORTS INCLUSION DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
Dave Turton -  0121 704 8339 (e-mail dturton@solihull.gov.uk)

ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR TEAM 
Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt on 0121-779-1515 ( e-mail sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk)
NEIGHBOURHOOD COORDINATORS: 

Blythe Ward and Hockley Heath village – Mathew Gardner – 0121 704 6573 email mgardner@solihull.gov.uk 
Knowle Ward and Dorridge village – Kerry Mountjoy - 0121 704 8304 e-mail kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk 
Meriden Ward – Bruce Brant - e-mail bbrant@solihull.gov.uk  – 0121 704 6435
NEIGHBOURHOOD SERGEANTS:

Blythe, Knowle, Dorridge and Hockley Heath – Glen Mernagh 345 113 5000 ext 7928 6666 Email: blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk
Bickenhill and Meriden – Tony Hanlon 0345 113 5000 ext 7601 6148 e-mail bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk
ENVIRONMENT CHAMPIONS CO-ORDINATOR
Trish Willetts - 0121 704 6534 e-mail pwilletts@solihull.gov.uk 
WEST MIDLANDS FIRE SERVICE

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525. or visit www.wmfs.net 
Active @ Work

Physical activity sessions for people in Solihull with

busy working lives. For more details of sessions from Pilates to Aerobics to Zumba see

www.solihullactive.co.uk/activeatwork


	NEWS

Watch out for Bling Dummies

Trading Standards in the borough warn us to look out for Bling Dummies, babies dummies encrusted with fake jewels, these can come unattached and cause choking plus the dummies may not be sterile.  Please report them if you see them.

Rogue Traders in the Area

A gang from Warwickshire branded as “Ringway Traffic Services” have been targeting schools and village halls in the area to tell them that they need to carry out official hatching and pothole repairs on their car parks due to health and safety requirements, and then charging hundreds of pounds.  Do not be fooled and tell Trading Standards!

West Midlands Police is showing a large reduction in house burglary. Over the last six months there have been 2,300 fewer victims of house break-ins (down 24 per cent) compared to the same period last year.
However, Traditionally the number of burglary offences rises in the winter and we want residents to think about how they can help themselves As the nights draw in, Many people will now be returning home from work in the dark and often forget to leave a light on, burglars will be on the look out for these dark houses.
• Fit timers to lights to give the impression that somebody is at home when you are out in the evening.
• Always ensure doors/windows are locked

• Never leave spare keys outside in a convenient place, under a flowerpot or a

doormat for example
Follow this link to view our Beat the Burglar video on You Tube: https://exchange.wmpad.local/owa/redir.aspx?C=921ae18c93374983a76d54512762de26&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3dkDkIQggah2c
Jack Frost Nicking your Car?
With the winter fast approaching Police are issuing a warning to all car owners who start their car on a frosty morning and then go back indoors, even for a moment - Please Don't! – Last year 10 cars were stolen this way in Solihull and with the keys left in the lock, most insurance companies won’t pay out!
Solihull Farm Watch on Radio 4
PC Timmins from the Rural Policing Team took part in a radio interview for BBC Radio 4 Programme – Farming Today. This aired on Saturday 12 November and was also available via pod cast on the BBC website. Being a Force Wildlife Officer and Farm Watch Coordinator, he was invited onto the

show to discuss some recent good work and to raise the effectiveness of partnership working in this area. Farm Watch is a partnership between the farming community and the police which encourages vigilance, communication and intelligence sharing in order to prevent crime and promote reassurance throughout the farming and rural community.


	Neighbourhood Management Team

Over the past month, the rural NMT have dealt with a variety of requests to deal with a range of issues including: cutting back vegetation, arranging for the installation of litter bins, cleansing alleyways, dog fouling, parking, speeding, graffiti and ASB.  In addition, they have carried out approximately 160 highway inspections and 30 NRSWA inspections.  These inspections include dealing with pot holes, raised flag stones, and damaged kerbs, tree root damage to footways and drainage issues. 



	BLYTHE 
· The Blythe Police team are still on the alert following an increase in thefts from vehicles where no damage has been caused to the vehicle but property has been taken. We urge you to be mindful of ensuring that your car is locked, especially if you are using remote central locking. Also don’t leave anything on display - make this a habit and reduce your chances of being a victim of this type of crime.
· Overall October crime figures were down.  There were reports of young people congregating by the bridge on Tythebarn Lane – this did not lead to serious problems.  There had been some evidence of antisocial driving on the car park at Whitlocks End Station.  This is being monitored.
· Partners including Caroline Spelman MP, The Mayor of Solihull, Cllr Irene Chamberlain, and the Council’s Chief Executive Mark Rogers, all attended the official opening of the new Parish Council Office in Dickens Heath Village on 18th of November.  The Office is in Rumbush Lane by Waterside.
· A new notice board is being erected at the end of November in the centre of Dickens Heath outside Morton’s. This has been funded by the Parish Council, Parkridge and Solihull Council and will contain a map of the village, details of events and contacts.

· Matt and the Environment Champs met Cllr Hawkins to plant bulbs outside Tidbury Green Primary School on the 9th November to co-inside with the schools Eco Day. Fun was had by all.

· The newly formed Dickens Heath Gardening Club and Matt finished off planting the island on Dickens Heath Road at  the junction with Meadow Pleck Road, the gardening club have also been given bulbs to plant around the village.

· Matt has recently worked with Dot Lambert, of the Cheswick Green residents Association to plant bulbs in the beds in front of the shops.

Details of walk in meetings open to the public

Date/Time

Meeting Type

Location

15 December 2011
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Tesco Monkspath



	DORRIDGE AND HOCKLEY HEATH
· Solihull Partnership Speed Watch will be delivering speed monitoring and awareness activity at Earlswood Road during December 2011 and Browns Lane during February 2012.
· Hockley Heath Christmas lights were switched on on Saturday 26th of November by the Mayor of Solihull Councilor Irene Chamberlain.
· Matt has removed broken planters from Hockley Heath High St outside the shops opposite Old Warwick Road, these will be replaced ready for planting in Spring.
Details of walk in meetings open to the public

Date/Time

Meeting Type

Location

6 December 2011
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Forest Court - Dorridge

Tackling speeding motorists – Hockley Heath
Priority reviewed and discharged – 14 July 2010 In May we received concerns from local residents about motorists speeding through the village, in particular along the Stratford Road. We have carried out speed enforcement operations in the area, one of which was assisted by children at Hockley Heath Primary School. During this initiative we stopped speeding motorists by using a speed detection device and then both an officer and pupil advised the driver about the dangers of their speed. The feedback we have received from the local community has been excellent and we hope this can be carried out again in the autumn term. Solihull Council is aware of the speeding concerns and the Stratford Road is part of their speed visor signs programme.



	KNOWLE
· The Police team report that whilst crime has been particularly low compared with last year, during mid-November we have seen an increase in lead thefts from the roofs at the rear of shops and business premises along Knowle High Street near to St John’s Close car park. Please report any suspicious activity by calling our nonemergency telephone number on 0345 113 5000.
· Chrystal Ladies Wear and Whispers had thefts both shops had similar locks on door.  

· The Knowle Library volunteer Scheme is going well - an A-frame board is to be provided in the courtyard displaying Saturday opening times

Details of walk in meetings open to the public

Date/Time

Meeting Type

Location

2 December 2011
09:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Pop Up Shops 

Downing Hall, St Johns Close, Knowle

12 December 2011
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Knowle Church



	Meriden Ward
· At Alspath Road Community Centre the Dispersal Order ran out on 12 November. This area will continue to be monitored, meanwhile the Council neighbourhood Team are liaising with SCH Estates to deliver a project enhancing the appearance of the area.  A partnership meeting has taken place and some old redundant bent and broken items have been removed from site.  Other planned works to make the area look more “owned” and cared for include painting and gardening; introduction of rose bushes to discourage sitting on the wall; potentially turning the canopy into a porch so that it doesn’t provide shelter for loiterers; new delineation of the highway, parking bay and disabled parking area to discourage cars parking up for long periods and playing loud music, revving etc.  Youth Services and other partners are doing some intervention work with a number of young people and their families. It is anticipated that partners will continue to deliver interventions well into 2012.
· We are still concerned about on-going thefts of metal gully covers from roads in the area, please be vigilant and report anything suspicious to the police immediately. 
· During October there was a reduction in burglaries and thefts in Balsall Common. Your local neighbourhood team has been targeting youths drinking alcohol and behaving in an anti-social manner in Lavender Hall Park. This has been with the assistance of the Street Watch volunteers.

· The Police team is also targeting drug dealing in the Balsall Common area and are keen for local residents to report any information.

· In Lavender Hall Park a number of bushes were ripped up and kissing gates were stolen in Hall Meadow Road. 
· It was reported that electric cables had been stolen from the cornets End Lane area leaving dangerous live wires.  Please report any suspicious activity.

· The Neighbourhood Sports team are hoping to support the Jubilee Centre with youth sport services like dancing and boxing. Discussions taking place to get bigger premises to run boxing.  
Details of walk in meetings open to the public
The neighbourhood team will be holding beat surgeries at the following locations this month. Please pop down to talk to us.

Monday 14 November 2011

Meriden Library 10:00am – 12:00pm

Saturday 26 November 2011

Sports Pavilion 12:00pm – 1:00pm
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