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Newsletter from Neighbourhood Management Rural Area (SMBC),West Midlands Police East Neighbourhood Team and Partner organisations

	NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGER 
Kath Hemmings – 0121 704 6358 (e-mail kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk)
POLICE INSPECTOR 
Keith Portman –Telephone: 0845 113 5000 ext 7922 6520
Email: meridensector@west-midlands.police.uk 

SPORTS INCLUSION DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
Dave Turton -  0121 704 8339 (e-mail dturton@solihull.gov.uk)

ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR TEAM 
Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt on 0121-779-1515 ( e-mail sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk)
NEIGHBOURHOOD COORDINATORS: 

Blythe Ward and Hockley Heath village – Mathew Gardner – 0121 704 6573 email mgardner@solihull.gov.uk 
Knowle Ward and Dorridge village – Kerry Mountjoy - 0121 704 8304 e-mail kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk 
Meriden Ward – Bruce Brant - e-mail bbrant@solihull.gov.uk  – 0121 704 6435
NEIGHBOURHOOD SERGEANTS:

Blythe, Knowle, Dorridge and Hockley Heath – Glen Mernagh 345 113 5000 ext 7928 6666 Email: blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk
Bickenhill and Meriden – Tony Hanlon 0345 113 5000 ext 7601 6148 e-mail bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk
WEST MIDLANDS FIRE SERVICE

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525. or visit www.wmfs.net 


	NEWS

From April, the Environmental Champions joined forces with the Council’s Neighbourhood Sports team. This larger team is headed by a new manager – Dave Turton - and he brings two more members of staff with him in the form of Chris Edgell and Nikki Arrowsmith. Together with Trish and Tom Rogers, the team is now five strong!
ENVIRONMENT CHAMPIONS CO-ORDINATOR

Trish Willetts - 0121 704 6534 e-mail pwilletts@solihull.gov.uk 

ADULT ABUSE is much less well publicised than child abuse, but can have a devastating impact on older or more vulnerable adults – the information below may help to raise awareness.
Types of abuse:

Physical

Psychological
Sexual

Financial

Neglect

Discriminatory
Institutional

Who abuses

Partner; Child; Spouse; Relative

Paid health and social care staff

Friend or neighbour

Other service users

Strangers

Volunteers

Professionals

Where does it happen?

Own home

Residential nursing care home

Hospital

Day service

Street

Talking to somebody can help...

If you or someone you know is affected by emotional, physical, sexual or financial abuse, call:

0121 704 8007www.solihull.gov.uk/adultabuse
Thefts of flower pots and hanging baskets
Despite the dreary, wet weather over the past few weeks....let's focus on the Spring and Summer and specifically our flowerpots and hanging baskets.  It won't be long before we are spending a fortune on plants and valuable hours making our houses and gardens looking lovely.......  Every year we incurr numerous thefts of flower pots and hanging baskets reported to police and we suspect there are many more that go unreported especially as the 'Car Boot' Season draws closer.   Here are some tips to keep your garden pots and baskets secure.

 

Pots -  Make them as heavy as possible.......place heavy stones or bricks in the base of the pots making it difficult or impossible to manouver or indeed remove for any thief or place them behind a fence.

 

Baskets - Use a small chain or wire to feed through the basket and chains and then through the bracket in order to prevent anyone removing them.

 

Ornaments/Seats - Place them in the most secure area of your garden so access and removal would be most difficult.



	Neighbourhood Coordinators
As usual, the rural NMT have dealt with a variety of requests to deal with issues including: youth engagement, obstructive parking, speeding traffic, bins and cleansing, dog fouling, graffiti and ASB.  In addition, they have carried out approximately 160 highway inspections and 30 NRSWA inspections.  These inspections include dealing with pot holes, raised flag stones, and damaged kerbs, tree root damage to footways and drainage issues. 



	BLYTHE 
Car Thefts in Blythe

There has been an increase in Thefts from Vehicles around Dickens Heath and Monkspath. In most cases, articles such as Sat Navs have been left on display. We urge motorists to remove any valuables from their vehicles and not to leave any articles on display. It is important to remove anything from view which may indicate such articles are inside the vehicle. Things like Car Chargers for phones or Sat Navs should also be kept out of sight.  Recent incidents are listed below. 
THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE -  22 APR 2012  09:23 – MEADOW PLECK LANE, Dickens Heath

THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE -  22 APR 2012  09:00 - HIRDEMONS WAY, Dickens Heath

THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE –  26 Apr 2012 0204 - SALTER STREET, Blythe

THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE -  02 MAY 2012 01:00 -  BRETSHALL CLOSE Blythe 
THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE -  01 MAY 2012 23:00 -  HIGHDOWN CRESCENT Blythe 

THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE -  01 MAY 2012 15:00 -  TILESFORD CLOSE Monkspath

THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE -  30 APR 2012 20:00 -  CALDEFORD AVENUE Monkspath 
ATTEMPT THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE -  28 APR 2012 04:30 -  SNOWSHILL DRIVE Blythe

Champions Projects
On the 8th May 2012 Youngsters from Cheswick Green Primary School did a fantastic job planting up new shrubs outside school. They have now completed two raised beds in red/white and blue plants ready for the summer celebrations!

As part of the Scout Community Challenge Award badge Buckholt Scouts joined Monkspath Rotary Club for a COMMUNITY SPRING CLEAN at the Shelley Farm Recycling centre in Monkspath on Sunday 1st April. - 30 bags of rubbish were collected in one morning! A huge achievement! 

On 5th October – There will be an Autumn planting/Clean Up project in Hillfield Park.
Beat surgeries 

The neighbourhood Police team will be holding beat

surgeries at the following locations and property

marking kits will also be available.

24 May 2012
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Beat Surgery @

Tesco, Monkspath

11 June 2012
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Beat Surgery @

Dickens Heath Parish Offices, Waterside 

23 August 2012
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Beat Surgery @

Tescos Monkspath 



	DORRIDGE AND HOCKLEY HEATH
Car Crime
On 6/4/2012 an Audi A4 car was stolen during a burglary at a private house in the Dorridge area. A short while later, Traffic officers from Chelmsley Wood spotted the vehicle and started to follow it. The Audi made off at speed but was soon abandoned; the two occupants tried to run off but were chased and caught by the officers.

There have been two recent thefts from motor vehicles, one on 25 April  from Woodchester Road, and one on 1st May from  Walcot Green. Policing plans are in place.
The Dorridge & Hockley Heath Neighbourhood Police team report that it is that time of year again that we start to experience problems with Boy Racers. It usually involves young and inexperienced drivers some of whom live within the area. These drivers usually meet up with friends in local car parks, and what usually follows causes concern. We receive reports of drivers playing loud music, excessively revving their engines, wheel spinning away, driving dangerously and generally causing a nuisance. Officers from the Dorridge and Hockley Heath Neighbourhood Team regularly patrol these areas and engage with local youths and drivers. Our approach is to educate young drivers who being new drivers can only accrue 6 points on their licence before becoming disqualified. Whilst education works with some, there are a few who choose to ignore the advice. These drivers face both endorsable and non endorsable fixed penalty notices, summons to court or having their vehicles seized under S.59 Police Reform Act 2002 for antisocial use of the vehicle.
Forrest Court
The Rural Policing Team are still regularly patrolling the areas around Forest Court Dorridge in order to prevent any rise in antisocial behaviour. The centre is now closing at 5.30 pm instead of 7pm which means it closes at the same time as the remaining shop shuts, to prevent the centre being open but unattended . The neighbourhood team are working closely with the security team who manage the site to ensure that all entry points are secure. The Team recently moved on a group of 30 youths who were playing football in the adjacent car park on a weekend evening.
Champs projects
Hockley Heath Cub Scouts did a great job litter picking and tidying up at the Hockley Heath Recreation Ground/Park on the evening of Tuesday 8th May.  
There is a planned Champions project: on 14th November 2012 in Dorridge Park to carry out autumn planting and a tidy up. 

. 
Beat Surgeries
Thursday 24 May 2012
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Meeting type: Beat Surgery 

Tescos Monkspath
 Tackling speeding motorists – Hockley Heath
Priority reviewed and discharged – 14 July 2010 In May we received concerns from local residents about motorists speeding through the village, in particular along the Stratford Road. We have carried out speed enforcement operations in the area, one of which was assisted by children at Hockley Heath Primary School. During this initiative we stopped speeding motorists by using a speed detection device and then both an officer and pupil advised the driver about the dangers of their speed. The feedback we have received from the local community has been excellent and we hope this can be carried out again in the autumn term. Solihull Council is aware of the speeding concerns and the Stratford Road is part of their speed visor signs programme.


	KNOWLE
Car Crime
There was an increase in Thefts from Vehicles around Knowle in March, which thankfully seems to have fallen off again. In most cases, articles such as Sat Navs had been left on display. We urge motorists to remove any valuables from their vehicles and not to leave any articles on display. It is important to remove anything from view which may indicate such articles are inside the vehicle. Things like Car Chargers for phones or Sat Navs should also be kept out of sight.

Cold Calling

Following complaints about cold callers in Knowle we are re-issuing advice around distraction burglary.  Most cold callers are merely trying to sell something but residents should always be extremely  wary of anyone trying to gain entry to their property:

"Bogus officials can be very convincing in appearance but our advice is simple - If in doubt, keep them out.

"Our officers continue to patrol across the neighbourhood and we are working closely with local residents to further reduce crime and anti-social behaviour."

There are some simple steps that you can take to prevent yourself becoming a victim of distraction burglary:

• Bogus callers may try to trick their way into your home by posing as officials from water, gas or electrical companies.

• LOCK - Ensure all windows and doors are locked even when you are at home.

• STOP - Are you expecting a visitor? Have they arranged an appointment at a previous time? Is your back door locked? Some burglars work in pairs with one sneaking in the back while you are at the front door.

• CHAIN - You should have a chain on your door. If you have a visitor, always put the chain across before opening the door.

• CHECK - While the chain is across, check the identity of your caller carefully. You should always ask to see an ID card. If you are still unsure, close your door and ring the phone number of the company involved. Use you phone book or a previous bill to retrieve the number not the ID card given to you by the caller.

• IF IN DOUBT, KEEP THEM OUT! - You can always ask the caller to come back at a later time or to book an appointment. Genuine callers won't mind and this will give you more time to check out their identity.

• REPORT IT - If you believe the caller to be a bogus official, please report this incident to your local policing team on 101. This may help us prevent further offences from occurring. 

In case of an emergency you should always dial 999.
Environment Champs
1st Knowle Scouts are proposing to do some litter picking around Knowle on the evening of Wednesday 16th May as part of the national Scout Community week.
Date/Time

Meeting Type

Location

Thursday 24 May 2012
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Meeting type: Beat Surgery
Tesco, Monkspath


	MERIDEN WARD
Vehicle Crime

There have been a number of recent vehicle crimes – see below.  Remember to secure vehicles and to hide any valuables and sat navs.

THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE - 21 APR 2012 08:00 SPENCERS LANE Meriden
THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE - 23 APR 2012 17:00 - BRADNOCKS MARSH LANE Balsall Common 

THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE –  26 Apr 2012 0357 - NEEDLERS END LANE, Balsall Common

THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE -  01 MAY 2012 11:30 -  MAGPIE LANE  Meriden 

Action on ASB in Balsall Common

In a continued response to incidents of anti-social behaviour in and around the shops on Station Road in Balsall Common, and in Lavender Hall Park, the Neighbourhood Police Team conducted a policing exercise at the end of April and 30 names were taken, all of whom will be receiving a follow up contact. One male was arrested for a Public Order Offence others were moved on.  Since then the area has been quiet.  This exercise will continue once or twice a month for the time being to discourage any return.   Meanwhile on-going work  continues to  encourage young people to engage in more positive and constructive activities such as neighbourhood sports
We are also looking at issues such as the locations of bins and whether lighting could be provided for the youth shelter in Lavender Hall Park.
Alspath Road Meriden
At the end of April a team of hard-working young helpers from Meriden Primary School

got their hands dirty planting two new shrub beds in front of Alspath Road Community

Centre. The plan was to make the site more welcoming and cared for in appearance. They did such a good job, that we’ve already signed them for another project in the Autumn planting bulbs along a sloping grass verge – so please keep an eye out for them! Meriden Primary school have also designed a new sign for the centre, which will be put up next month!
Willow Park, Balsall Common

Environmental improvements are on-going in Willow Park, Needlers End Lane, following consultation with local residents This has involved grass and hedge cutting, painting of fixtures and fittings and new fencing. There are even plans for a duck pond and some other landscaping. This is being led by Bruce Brant SMBC Neighbourhood Coordinator and Trish Willetts, Environmental Champion.
Environment Champions Projects
· Monday 14th May: Balsall Common Village Centre – repairing the brick planters
· Thursday 14th June -  Painting at Alspath Community Centre

· Weds 26th September - Lavender Hall park Autumn planting/Clean Up 

· Thursday 27th September – Bulb planting outside Alspath Community Centre

Date/Time

Meeting Type and Location

26 May 2012
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Beat Surgery @

Sports Pavillion, Main Road, Meriden.

14 June 2012
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Beat Surgery @

Meriden Library, The Green, Meriden.

28 July 2012
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Beat Surgery @

Sports Pavillion, Main Road, Meriden.
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