Rural Neighbourhood Newsletter April 2013


1. Welcome
Welcome to the Solihull Rural Area Neighbourhood Newsletter for April 2013. 
2. General News

Fantastic Crime Reduction – A message from Keith Portman
You will no doubt have seen West Midlands Police in the press talking about the great reductions in crime across the region. I will report two sets of figures, Total Recorded Crime or TRC - which literally means every crime reported to the police. The second is Serious Acquisitive Crime SAC which is those crimes that seem to impact most on people; house burglary, robbery and stealing cars or from cars. The figures are valid for the performance year ending 31/3/13 and I shall give a percentage and actual number of victims:
Solihull Borough                                 -13.9% or 1852 fewer victims of TRC
Meriden Constituency                      -17.7% or 1362 fewer victims of TRC
WARD:                                                    TRC                                                SAC
Blythe                                          -31.1% or 201 fewer victims              -21.3% or 46 fewer victims

Dorridge                                      -21.2% or 76 fewer victims                -18.4% or 25 fewer victims 

Knowle                                        -38.9% or 156 fewer victims            -34.4% or 43 fewer victims

Meriden                                       -20.7% or 105 fewer victims             -27.2% or 44 fewer victims

Solihull Talented Athlete Recognition Scheme (STARS) Opens for 2013

Solihull MBC in partnership with Parkwood Leisure is committed to identifying and developing local talent today for sporting success tomorrow. STARS aims to assist talented sportspeople to achieve their full potential by reducing the financial burden of training costs. The scheme is open for applications until Friday 26th April, apply now at www.solihullactive.co.uk
Solihull Active Club Development Evening

Save the date, Wednesday 22nd May 2013 6pm at Old Silhilian's Rugby Football Club. More information to follow at www.solihullactive.co.uk
· Active Families. Adult and Children weekend sessions that provides fun activities such as tactical tennis, table tennis, badminton, athletics and much more!! Coming soon to Tudor Grange Leisure Centre. Further details will be listed on the Solihull Active webpage
· Solihull Active are launching a monthly led family cycle ride from April for all the family to enjoy. Rides commence on Saturday 27 April 10.30am, meet for an 11am ride start, meet at North Solihull Sports Centre by the gates to the athletics track. 
Adult cycles are available to hire but are on a first come first served basis. Booking is essential for all family members as instructor to riders ratios are important, for bookings contact the Solihull Active Team on 0121 704 8207. Children cycling must be able to ride a two wheeled bike without stabilisers and in control. All under 14s must be accompanied by a parent/adult. 

Birmingham and Solihull Women’s Aid have a 16 week pilot offering drop in support for women who are experiencing domestic abuse They are offering one-hour appointments with a support worker to look at your concerns, including:

· Your personal safety

· Housing/ emergency accommodation  

· Children

· Money, benefits and debt

· Police and courts involvement

· Anything you need to discuss.

Support is given by a trained Women’s Outreach Worker, and we will try to meet your language and other needs on request.

Wednesdays: 10:00am – 4:00pm

Fridays: 10:00am – 4:00pm

Please contact the project to find out more:

Email: solihulladmin@bswaid.org Telephone: 07896 328 333
3. Neighbourhood Activity Programme

For further information please contact

David Turton

Neighbourhood Activity Programme Manager

Neighbourhood Services

0121 704 8339

dturton@solihull.gov.uk 

Environmental Champions
· Members of the Berkswell Community held a successful clean-up of the village area.  The annual event took place on 16 & 17 March and was very well support.  The community undeterred by the rain collected over 25 bags of rubbish, which Enterprise kindly collected free of charge.
· Monkspath Rotary and the local Scouts group held a clean-up of the newly improved Shelly Farm car park and surrounding area.  The litter pick took place on the sunny morning of 6 April, and the team, joined by the Mayor of Solihull, have made the area look great!    

For any enquiries e-mail:

environmentchampions@solihull.gov.uk
or call:
Christopher Edgell - 0121 704 8517 mobile - 07884236021

Nicola Arrowsmith – 0121 704 6673 mobile - 07770646832 
4. Priorities

Consultation on future of services for victims of crime
 
West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner Bob Jones has launched a major consultation on the future of services for victims of crime.  Funding for victims services transfers to the Police and Crime Commissioner on 1 April 2014, and Bob is seeking views from the public and organisations that support victims on the processes for allocating that money. The consultation proposes the creation of a "victims commission", a standing body that would bring together victims groups, and puts forward three options for a new commissioning framework for services that support victims. 
  
Members of the public and representatives of organisations that support victims are welcome to respond. Please forward this email onto any relevant people or organisations.  The closing date for submissions is Friday 31 May 2013.
 
To see the consultation proposal and options and complete the online questionnaire, clink on the link below:
 http://www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/consultation/victims-commission-consultation/
5. Ward News

	Blythe Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Matt Gardner
	0121 7046573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Dave Saunders
	101 ext 7928 6666
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· There have been several reports of person(s) causing anti-social behaviour in the turning circle at the end of Hay Lane, Monkspath and at the bus stop opposite The Plough Stratford Road, some feel it is ok to use the bushes as a toilet and also deposit rubbish,. One resident in this area has sustained damage to their property. This is not acceptable behaviour and anyone found in this area causing issues will be dealt with in a robust manner. If you have any information regarding this contact Solihull Police on 101 or 999 in an emergency. Officers from the team have regularly been patrolling this location, on foot and in vehicles. We are working in partnership with other agencies to establish how to reduce activity in and around the shrubbery area. 

· There have been several calls recently that Boy Racers are congregating in their vehicles on the Tesco's car park Monkspath causing general nuisance by playing loud music and being generally rowdy. Further to these reports it would appear that these youths are moving around and making the area of Cheswick Green where again they are causing issues. Officers are regularly patrolling these areas and giving warnings to those who continue to cause problems and are dealing robustly with those who are committing offences. We are also working with our partners and our internal departments to see how we can prevent repeating problems. There will be a Zero Tolerance to those who Continue to ignore Police advice. .
	
	Meeting Type and Location

	
	

	30 April 2013
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
	Police Surgery @

Notcutts Garden Centre, Monkspath


	Dorridge and Hockley Heath Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Silhill)
	Matt Gardner
	0121 704 6573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Dave Saunders
	101 ext 7928 6666
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· There has been a slight increase in house burglary in recent weeks in the Knowle and Dorridge Area. Properties are being targeted during day time hours and small electrical items and jewellery are being stolen. Please ensure that your property is well protected and windows and doors are locked, set your alarm if you have one. It is important that you are vigilant and if you see any suspicious activity contact 101 and ask for Solihull Police or 999 in an emergency. Officers have been conducting reassurance patrols in the area and crime prevention advice has been sent to the NWT coordinators to distribute to their members.

· We have received several reports of youths congregating in and around Forest Court. These youths are causing a general nuisance to residents and visitors to the area. This type of activity appears to be happening early evening onwards and with the lighter nights coming we do not want it to escalate. Officers from the local NPT are patrolling this area on a regular basis and any youths who are causing ASB problems in this area will have their details taken and their parents will be informed regarding their conduct. If they commit any criminal offences they will be arrested and dealt with accordingly. We are also working in partnership with other agencies to establish how to reduce this kind of activity.

	Knowle Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police sergeant
	Dave Saunders 
	101 ext 7928 6666
	knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· There has been a slight increase in house burglary in the last 10 days in the Knowle and Dorridge Area. Properties are being targeted during day time hours and small electrical items and jewellery are being stolen. Please ensure that your property is well protected and windows and doors are locked, set your alarm if you have one. It is important that you are vigilant and if you see any suspicious activity contact 101 and ask for Solihull Police or 999 in an emergency. Officers have been conducting Reassurance patrols in the area and crime prevention advice has been sent to the Neighbourhood Watch coordinators to distribute to their members.
· Concerns have been raised about the use of a parking layby in Ravenshaw Lane for anti-social activities.  Officers have stepped up patrols to try to nip this in the bud. Officers are also monitoring the car park near Knowle Precinct Tesco plus the Kixley Lane dead end following similar concerns.
· Later this month there will be a launch of the Canal Watch scheme at the Heron’s Nest.  The scheme is similar to Neighbourhood Watch but covers the types of crimes specific to canals.
	Date/Time

	Meeting Type and Location


	15 April 2013
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

	Police Surgery @

Knowle Library, Knowle. 
Come along and have a chat with PC Sharon Grant about any community or crime concerns you may have, or just to see a friendly face!!



	


	Meriden Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Craig Hurst 
	101 ext 7922 6286 
	bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


Crime Figures for Balsall Common, Berkswell and Meriden for February 2013
· There has been a small increase in the number of vehicles broken into in Balsall Common. We have also had car number plates and vehicle parts stolen. We are asking residents to take the necessary steps to secure their vehicles.

· A poacher was apprehended after killing a deer in Meriden.  The individual has been charged with wildlife crime, thanks to the crime being reported by a member of the public.
· New planters have now been installed along the fence of the Duck Pond at Meriden. This is part of on-going improvements to the area that is jointly being undertaken by SMBC and Meriden Parish Council. It is hoped that Meriden Parish Council will be able to get assistance from the Community to help with the maintenance of the planters in the future. We are very keen to get the Community involved in any improvements in the area.
· Following numerous reports of anti-social behaviour taking place in Balsall Common Library car park SMBC and the Police are working in partnership in an attempt to resolve the on-going issue. Measures will be taken to deter excessive noise and litter dropping on the site.
· A big well done to Berkswell Community for another successful litter pick event held on 16th/17th March. This event is very worthwhile and well supported by members of the Community with litter pickers and black sacks supplied by SMBC.

Crime Figures for Balsall Common, Berkswell and Meriden for March 2013

This is a message from PCSO Reidy at Balsall Common Police Office, with the crime figures for the month of March 2013, for the Balsall Common, Berkswell and Meriden areas. There were 48 crimes in total. They were:

· Theft From Motor Vehicle – 13

· Interfere with vehicle – 3

· Theft of Motor Vehicle – 2

· Theft Dwelling/Other - 6

· Common Assault-1

· Assault ABH -1

· Burglary Dwelling – 3

· Domestic/Abuse – Child/Adult -2

· Theft Shops and Stalls – 4

· ASB Non-Crime -2

· Criminal Damage Other/Vehicle/Dwelling – 4

· Put people in fear of violence – 1

· Tender counterfeit note/coin – 1

· Make off Without Payment – 2

· Burglary Other Building – 1

· Own Dog out of Control in public – 1

· Cause Harassment Alarm or Distress – 1

Recorded crime had risen from the previous month by eighteen recorded incidents.  If you wish to report a case of ASB or suspicious behaviour please dial our non-emergency number on 101.  In an emergency dial 999. 
	Date/Time
	Meeting Type

	24 April 2013
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
	Meriden Beat Surgery @

Meriden Sports Pavillion
If you have any policing concerns do come along and discuss them with one of the local officers that is responsible for patrolling your area. 
We work closely with your local parish for more information please visit www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk

	2 May 2013
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
	Joint Police and NHW surgery @

Balsall Common Police office
A chance to come and meet your local Neighbourhood officers and neighbourhood watch co-ordinators to discuss any issues you may have.
Neighbourhood watch Co-ordinators also volunteer to staff Balsall Common front office every Monday to Saturday between 11:00-12:30.


6. Ward Contact List

Neighbourhood Manager
	Kath Hemmings
	0121 704 6358
	kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk


Police Inspector

	Meriden Inspector
	Keith Portman
	
	

	
	
	
	


Neighbourhood Police Sergeants
	Blythe, Dorridge, Hockley Heath & Knowle
	Sergeant Dave Saunders
	101 ext 7928 6666 
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk

	Meriden
	Sergeant Craig Hurst
	ext 7922 6286 
	bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk


Rural Area Neighbourhood Coordinators
	Blythe 
	Matt Gardner
	0121 7046573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Dorridge & Hockley Heath 
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Knowle
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Meriden 
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk


ASB Hotline
The hotline for reporting anti-social behaviour is available Monday to Friday between 8am and 8pm and Saturday 8am to 1pm.  If you experience anti-social behaviour or hate crime incidents and want to report it, call 0121 717 1500. 

Safer Travel 
Report nuisance or ASB on the public transport network as part of the See Something Say Something campaign text “Bus” “Rail” or “Metro” leave a space, then tell us details with time, date, location and route number to 83010, or use the self-reporting facility at www.safertravel.info or call 101 and ask for Safer Travel.

West Midlands Fire Service

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525 

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525 or visit www.wmfs.net 

West Midlands Police – Neighbourhood Policing

http://www.west-midlands.police.uk/np/solihull/yourneighbourhood/index.asp[image: image1.wmf]
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