Rural Neighbourhood Newsletter February 2013


1. Welcome
Welcome to the Solihull Rural Area Neighbourhood Newsletter for February 2013
2. General News

Events Training for Community Groups

The Events Team are holding a workshop for community event organisers on Wednesday 20th March.  The workshop will cover all aspects of the event application process, including documentation required from organisers and their suppliers, as well as safety talks including advice on road closures and food hygiene.  Attendees will be provided with an 'event toolkit' giving them details of everything they need to consider when organising an event.

 

If you know of any local community groups who may be interested in attending, please forward their contact details to Louise Plester lplester@solihull.gov.uk or 704 6547

 .

Health and Safety News from the  Public Protection Food and Safety Team  

Officers have been carrying out a survey of commercial premises in relation to asbestos.  The use of asbestos as a building material was prevalent around the time Chelmsley Wood Town centre was built.  Officers have now nearly completed their visits, during which they have been advising business regarding their duty to manage asbestos in their premises effectively. 

The presence of horsemeat in beef burgers hit the headlines recently.  The Food Standards Agency is organising a sampling programme of burgers and other meat products to look for the presence of undeclared horse and pig meat.  Twenty eight Local Authorities, spread across the UK, will be taking samples for analysis  

Food premises across the borough will be receiving a letter from the authority shortly to advise them of the new scheme and their Food Hygiene rating ahead of the schemes launch. Find out more about the scheme at food.gov.uk/ratings
For more information Contact: Food and Safety Team Leader, Jackie Paterson 704 6858

Youth Service 

 

· Solihull Youth Council launched their viral campaign to raise awareness of internet safety on the council website, Youth Council Facebook and via Sally Bourner's twitter feeds.  

· On 13th February 2013, there was a very successful celebration of young people’s achievements across the borough at the annual EPIC event which was held in the Arts Complex. 

· During September to December 2012 Youth Services provided 46 sessions in Knowle and the other rural areas, these included Duke of Edinburgh Award sessions, generic open sessions for years 8 & 9, confidence building sessions and the Baby Think It Over programme which raises awareness on healthy relationships and as part of this some young people have taken mechanical babies home for the weekend. 
External Funding Opportunity!

Red Nose Day Community Cash grants of £500 - £1,000 are available to small organisations in Solihull, Birmingham and the Black Country that are doing great work to help local people who are disadvantaged through low income, rural or social isolation, age, disability, race, sexuality or gender. The grants are available to community organisations, registered charities, social enterprises, co-operatives, faith organisations and community interest companies. Groups which have been established for less than 12 months, are eligible to apply. The closing date for applications is Friday 8th March 2013 at 3pm. http://www.bbccf.org.uk/apply-for-grants/red-nose-day-community-cash/

Comic Relief Fun Run!!!!

There will be a Comic Relief Fun Run at Tudor Grange Leisure Centre on Sunday 17th March – Run 1, 3 or 6 miles.  To register visit www.solihullactive.co.uk 
3. Neighbourhood Activity Programme

Environmental Champions

The Neighbourhood Activity Programme (NAP) has previously provided opportunities for unemployed young people.  After a successful initial apprenticeship programme with Parkwood Community Leisure, it was identified that there were opportunities to recruit two further apprenticeships.  Adopting Solihull’s lean principles, and working in partnership with Parkwood to share the costs, we have established two more apprenticeship opportunities for 16 to 25 year olds.  These vacancies are being advertised with support from the Economic Regeneration Team; recruitment will commence in February. The apprenticeship programme includes comprehensive training including an NVQ in operational management and internal training courses.  The new recruits will work alongside the grounds maintenance team at Parkwood and deliver projects through the NAP Environmental Champions projects.

For further information please contact

                 

David Turton

Neighbourhood Activity Programme Manager

Neighbourhood Services

0121 704 8339

dturton@solihull.gov.uk 

Environmental Champs
For any enquiries e-mail:

environmentchampions@solihull.gov.uk
Alternatively you can contact one of the team who will be more than happy to help you with any queries or discussions around future projects.

David Turton – Neighbourhood Activity Manager 0121 704 8339

Christopher Edgell - 0121 704 8517 mobile - 07884236021

Nicola Arrowsmith – 0121 704 6673 mobile - 07770646832 

4. Priorities

Extract from Sally Bourner’s February message “Relationships are about listening and understanding your concerns. Thanks to people who took time to share feedback on the issues that matter to you which is helping up refine our local Solihull policing plan for 2013/14. The key themes build on strong existing foundations to provide clear focus and direction. They are reducing crime and anti-social behaviour; bringing offenders to justice; people receiving a good and caring service, and, enhancing high levels of trust and confidence in policing. Our message is simple - if it matters to you it matters to us. The role of our neighbourhood policing teams is critical in tackling the things that you tell us matter most in your local area by working with you and partners to make things better. We recognise that the needs of our local communities may differ significantly at times and feedback received by our neighbourhood teams regularly reflects that. Recent feedback indicates particular local issues you wish us to focus on are burglary, inconsiderate parking, speeding, drug dealing/drug use and graffiti/litter/dog fouling. We are incorporating these themes into our delivery plan which I will share with you next month. I am also planning to make these messages more eye-catching and interactive from next month so.....as we say in policing 'standby over' for my March message.”

5. Ward News

	Blythe Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Matt Gardner
	0121 7046573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Thomas Jones
	101 ext 7928 6666
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· In Dickens Heath SMBC’s street care team have installed four new bins, Parish councillors and residents welcomed the extra bins saying that it does improve the area!

· The mayor will be visiting the newly installed clock on Saturday 23rd March at 9.45 – 10.15, parish councillors and ward members will be attendance to welcome the mayor, Solihull Observer have been invited and our comms department will be writing a narrative “time to set your clock forward for spring”.
· Works to improve Shelly Farm Car Park are starting on 25th February, organised by the Neighbourhood and Streetcare teams.  Some of the old and overgrown shrubbery will be completely removed to create a more open aspect, get rid of any hidey holes and litter traps and generally make it cleaner and safer.
· Drainage works are happening around Blythe, particularly around Earlswood, following the freeze/thaw which has left the ground very soggy.
· The NPT have received complaints of ongoing issues with ASB at the Shops on Shelly Crescent, Monkspath. Youths throwing snowballs, causing damage and graffiti, and being abusive to users of the shops. They have also had complaints of Off-Roaders being ridden around the Kettlebrock/ Elmbridge road areas. We will continue to patrol this area diligently, and any offensive behaviour dealt with appropriately.
· Since the New Year, there has been a slight increase in Burglaries in the Monkspath area, where offenders are forcing entry to the rear of premises and then stealing car keys, and subsequently stealing the vehicle. The NPT are working our patrol plan around the offence times and dates, and will be working with the investigation team officers to ensure we are in the right place in the right time, targeting the right people. For any advice regarding Burglary prevention, dont hesitate to contact the team either on email, phone, or twitter. Better yet, come and see us in person at one of our community Beat Surgeries.

Proposals for Parking Restrictions – Dickens Heath Village

Following a number of representations from local residents, a set of plans have been drawn up

in partnership with Ward Councillors, Dickens Heath Parish Council, Dickens Heath Village

Company and the emergency services to introduce various parking restrictions throughout Dickens Heath. There will be an exhibition of the proposals at Dickens Heath Village Library from 4th March to 22nd March 2013 - Monday 1300-1900hrs,Tuesday 1300-1700hrs, Thursday 1000-1700hrs and Saturday 1000-1700hrs). You may also view our plans online at http://www.solihull.gov.uk/consultation .

It is very to capture as many views from the local community as possible.

Once you have viewed our plans, we would be grateful if you could take our online survey,

which is available at www.solihull.gov.uk/consultation. Paper copies of the survey are also

available from the library, or on request by contacting 0121 704 8004. Responses should be

submitted to us by no later than 29th March 2013. Your views will help us to finalise our plans in

	
	Meeting Type and Location

	14 March 2013
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm 
	Meet and Greet @

Cheswick Green Village Hall.
Neighbourhood officers will be on hand to discuss and local issues or priorities you may have, and offer appropriate feedback and advice.

	25 March 2013
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
	Cuppa with a Copper @

Tescos Cafe, Tesco, Stratford Road (By M42 Island)
A great chance to meet your local neighbourhood officers. Pop in, or come and have a chat whilst shopping. Officers will be happy to speak, and can offer some excellent safety tips.

	30 April 2013
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
	Police Surgery @

Notcutts Garden Centre, Monkspath.
Whilst 


	Dorridge and Hockley Heath Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Silhill)
	Matt Gardner
	0121 704 6573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Thomas Jones
	101 ext 7928 6666
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· There has been a slight increase in vehicle's being broken into, damaged and stolen in the Hockley Heath area. The NPT are continuing to patrol this area regularly, ensuring we are in the right place at the right time. You can help by ensuring you remove valuable items and cash from your vehicles, do not leave any items on display, ensure your car is left in a well lit area, and please check your car is locked before leaving it.

· The NPT have received complaints that there are youths congregating in the park and car park at Bentley Heath after 10 o'clock most nights. The youths are littering, and driving their cars on the park. The area has been included in the police patrol plan, and they will be dealing with any anti social or criminal behaviour in a positive manner.
· Sainsbury’s consultants Royal Haskoning are currently holding regular meetings with the Council’s Highways Officers to look at the public realm improvements which will come with the new Sainsbury’s store.  Representatives from both Friends of Dorridge Station and the Royal British Legion have been involved in these discussions during February to consider the changes at the front of the railway station and also the possible re-siting of the war memorial within the new public space in front of the supermarket entrance.  Sainsbury’s are still aiming to have the petrol station open again in the spring. Residents can continue to check progress on the website www.sainsburydorridge.co.uk  or for any further queries please call Amy Kershaw or Richard Harris on Sainsbury’s Freephone 0800 975 5299.
	Date/Time
	Meeting Type and Location

	25 February 2013
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
	Police Surgery @

I-Crave Cafe, Hockley Heath.
Please pop along and speak with PC Sharon Grant about any community issues or crime concerns you may have in the local area.

	5 March 2013
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
	Beat Surgery @

@ Station Cafe, Dorridge

PC Sharon Grant will be available for a friendly chat about any crime of community related concerns you may have. Please pop down and say hello!

	6 March 2013
08:30 am - 09:00 am 
	Schools Visit @

@ Hockley Heath School

Officers from the team will be present during the morning school run, to discuss any community or crime issues you have, and offer any appropriate advice.

	15 March 2013
08:30 am - 09:00 am 
	Schools Visit @

@ Bentley Heath C of E School

Officers from the team will be at the school during the morning school run. Please come and say hello, they will be happy to discuss and advise on any community issues you may have.

	15 March 2013
09:30 am - 11:30 am 
	Beat Surgery @

@ Country Market, Bentley Heath

Officers from the team will be available for a chat regarding any community or crime issues that may be concerning you. So while buying some fine, home made produce, come and say hello!

	2 April 2013
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
	Beat Surgery @

@ Station Cafe, Dorridge

PC Sharon Grant will be available for a friendly chat about any crime of community related concerns you may have. Please pop down and say hello!


	Knowle Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police sergeant
	Thomas Jones 
	101 ext 7928 6666
	knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· Bruce and Kerry are working with Temple Balsall Nursery, on a landscaping project to improve the outside area for the young children who attend the nursery. This will include making the steps in the grounds safe for the children to use, planting bulbs ready for spring and providing a new shed that is great need for the nursery to store outdoor equipment for the children. 
· There has been a slight increase in house burglaries in the last few weeks. Property being targeted is electrical equipment, jewellery and car keys/ cars. We have increased patrols in the area, but you can help by keeping all doors and windows locked, and keeping house and car keys away from windows and doors. The NPT have increased patrols in the area, and are conducting follow up reassurance and crime prevention visits on all victims of Burglary. They are working with colleagues in CID in order to identify, arrest and convict any potential offenders.
· There have been reports of youths congregating in the toilet area of the Knowle Football Club, causing damage and graffiti to the premises and also using drugs at the location. Officers are regularly patrolling the Football Club grounds, and have stopped and number of youths in the area on suspicion of causing anti-social behaviour. They are speaking with the parents of the individuals involved with a view to deterring their behaviour.  Also a Football Programme has been provided at the club for 4 - 5 year olds and 6 to 13 year olds during half term week, organised by the Neighbourhood Activity Programme.
	Date/Time

	Meeting Type and Location


	11 February 2013
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

	Police Surgery @

Knowle Library.
Another chance to come along and meet your local Neighbourhood Officers, who will be more than happy to speak to you regarding any crime or anti social behaviour issues you may have.


	25 March 2013
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

	Police Surgery @

Knowle Library.
Your local Neighbourhood Officers will be on hand to discuss crime prevention, and offer advice regarding any crime or anti social behaviour issues you may have.


	15 April 2013
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

	Police Surgery @

Knowle Library, Knowle. 
Come along and have a chat with PC Sharon Grant about any community or crime concerns you may have, or just to see a friendly face!!



	


	Meriden

	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Craig Hurst 
	101 ext 7922 6286 
	bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· Youths have been congregating outside the Jubilee Centre after the youth club closes and are proving to be a magnet for other young people in cars to congregate in car park. Partners have received complaints about this anti-social behaviour and there is concern as to who may be in these cars and where they are coming from.  The NPT are patrolling and monitoring the situation.

· We are aware that off road bikes have been driving in a anti-social manor on Lavenderhall park. This is dangerous to the park users and destroys the local football teams paying field, officers will be conducting increased patrols.
· With crime being low we are further focusing our efforts on improving the parking in the village. Officers will be on high visibility patrols outside the schools to advise motorists of parking correctly.
· During January there were a total of 34 crimes in Meriden Ward.

 -10 Theft From motor vehicle
4 Theft Other

- 4 Assault Occasion ABH

- 3 Domestic Violence Inicdents

-3 Criminal Damage

-2 Harassment

-2 Make Off Without Payment

-2 Theft Shops and Stalls

-1 Burglary Dwelling

-1 Fraud

-1 Interfere With Vehicle

-1 Hate Crime

· It’s that time of the year again where residents of Berkswell are organising their annual litterpick scheduled for weekend 16th and 17th March, from 10am to 12 noon.  Everyone will be meeting at the Partco Carpark (Lea Francis House) and anyone who wishes to volunteer is more than welcome. It is hoped that this will be expanded into a similar initiative in Balsall Common this year through Balsall Parish Council. The Environment Champs will again be assisting by providing litter pickers, gloves and black bags and will be collecting and disposing of the litter collected. This is a fabulous Community event and your support will be gratefully received in making the local environment a better place to live for all. 
· New pedestrian guardrail planters have now been installed in the centre of Balsall Common. This is part of some phased environmental improvements that are taking place organised by the Parish Council and supported by Solihull Council. Any voluntary assistance in terms of  planting, maintaining and watering the containers will be gratefully received, please contact Balsall Parish Council if you can help. 

· Meriden and Bickenhill Neighbourhood Policing Team have issued a warning to the public after motorists were the victims of a scam. Police have received reports of motorists travelling on the Kenilworth Road, Balsall Common and the Meriden area, being approached by a manwho claimed he had run out of fuel and didn’t have any cash to pay for more. He is said to be driving a silver Toyota or Hyundai car. During the incidents he asked for money in exchange for some jewellery and realised it was not genuine. Police are advising people to remain vigilant and if they are approached in similar circumstances to report the incident to the Police including as much information as possible about the vehicle and the person who approached them.   ”Anyone with any information is asked to contact Solihull Police on 101 or Crimestoppers, on 0800 555 111.
	Date/Time
	Meeting Type

	28 February 2013
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
	Meriden Beat Surgery @

Meriden Library

If you have any policing concerns do come along and discuss them with one of the local officers that is responsible for patrolling your area. 

We work closely with your local parish for more information please visit www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk

	1 March 2013
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
	Joint Police and NHW surgery @

Balsall Common Police office

A chance to come and meet your local Neighbourhood officers and neighbourhood watch co-ordinators to discuss any issues you may have.

Please note that in addition to this you22683648482re Neighbourhood watch Co-ordinators also volunteer to staff Balsall Common front office every Monday to Saturday between 11:00-12:30.

	27 March 2013
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
	Meriden Beat Surgery @

Meriden Sports Pavillion

If you have any policing concerns do come along and discuss them with one of the local officers that is responsible for patrolling your area. 

We work closely with your local parish for more information please visit www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk

	24 April 2013
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
	Meriden Beat Surgery @

Meriden Sports Pavillion

If you have any policing concerns do come along and discuss them with one of the local officers that is responsible for patrolling your area. 

We work closely with your local parish for more information please visit www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk

	2 May 2013
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
	Joint Police and NHW surgery @

Balsall Common Police office

A chance to come and meet your local Neighbourhood officers and neighbourhood watch co-ordinators to discuss any issues you may have.

Please note that in addition to this you22683648482re Neighbourhood watch Co-ordinators also volunteer to staff Balsall Common front office every Monday to Saturday between 11:00-12:30.


6. Ward Contact List

Neighbourhood Manager
	Kath Hemmings
	0121 704 6358
	kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk


Police Inspector

	Meriden Inspector
	Keith Portman
	
	

	
	
	
	


Neighbourhood Police Sergeants
	Blythe, Dorridge, Hockley Heath & Knowle
	Acting Sergeant Tom Jones
	101 ext 7928 6666 
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk

	Meriden
	Craig Hurst
	ext 7922 6286 
	bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk


Rural Area Neighbourhood Coordinators
	Blythe 
	Matt Gardner
	0121 7046573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Dorridge & Hockley Heath 
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Knowle
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Meriden 
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk


ASB Hotline
The hotline for reporting anti-social behaviour is available Monday to Friday between 8am and 8pm and Saturday 8am to 1pm.  If you experience anti-social behaviour or hate crime incidents and want to report it, call 0121 717 1500. 

Safer Travel 
Report nuisance or ASB on the public transport network as part of the See Something Say Something campaign text “Bus” “Rail” or “Metro” leave a space, then tell us details with time, date, location and route number to 83010, or use the self-reporting facility at www.safertravel.info or call 101 and ask for Safer Travel.

West Midlands Fire Service

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525 

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525 or visit www.wmfs.net 

West Midlands Police – Neighbourhood Policing

http://www.west-midlands.police.uk/np/solihull/yourneighbourhood/index.asp
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