Rural Neighbourhood Newsletter October 2013


1. Welcome
Welcome to the Solihull Rural Neighbourhood Area Newsletter for October 2013. 
2. General News

Warning from West Midlands Police posted 4th October - There have been a number of cases recently where children have suffered significant burns and breathing problems as a result of biting into Liquitabs. The bright colours and nice smells are attractive to children who then bite into them and ingest harmful chemicals. Safe storage is key. More information can be found at http://capt.org.uk/who-we-are/news/concentration-required
The new Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013 came into force on 1 October.  It means that anyone selling scrap metal would have to show photo ID and would not be able to be paid cash for their wares. It is aimed at preventing the theft of metal and means that all dealers, motor salvage operators and itinerant collectors must obtain a licence from each local authority where they operate http://www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/news/2013-news/new-scrap-metal-dealers-act-is-good-news-for-west-midlands/
Weights and Measures Inspectors from Solihull Trading Standards worked with Birmingham Airport in order to ensure the passenger baggage weighers used at the airport are operating accurately. Over 2 days we have ensured that the 120 baggage weighers are working within the legal tolerances. (Every scale is tested to it’s maximum capacity – 150kg, so that is 120 lots of 150kg manhandled onto then off the scales: that’s 18 tonnes over 2 days!)


On  25th September officers from Solihull Trading Standards team seized 116 x 50g packets of illicit hand rolling tobacco and 1020 cigarettes from a shop in Chelmsley Wood. The tobacco did not bear the required English labelling and is thought to be duty evaded; samples have been sent to the manufacturers in order to see whether or not it is counterfeit. The cigarettes also do not bear the required English labelling and are thought to be ‘cheap whites’, this means that there is not a genuine brand and are made for the duty evaded market. If you are aware of anybody selling illicit tobacco please contact the CEnTSA fakes line on 0845 894 1008.

A new £14.57million project to bring superfast broadband speeds to Solihull, Coventry and Warwickshire (CSW Broadband) was recently launched and local communities are urged to get involved.

CSW Broadband, a partnership of eight local authorities including Solihull Council, has agreed a deal with BT to help deliver superfast fibre broadband (speeds of 24 mega bits per second) to 91% of the homes and businesses in Solihull by spring 2016, will all areas getting a minimum of 2 mega bits per second (Universal Service Commitment).

The project will also help improve services to rural areas.  The roll out of a wholesale network to properties not reached by commercial providers will open up competition and drive down prices for both local residents and businesses. 

Maps are available on the website www.cswbroadband.org.uk, giving indicative locations for the rollout of superfast broadband under the current funding, although it is not possible at this stage to be specific as there is a considerable amount of work taking place to determine what will be possible on the ground. Once the re-alignment planning work is complete 12-month rolling programme of works will be published and updated on a quarterly basis - showing which exchanges, cabinets and other infrastructure are to be upgraded next. 

Get involved - The project involves a network of business and community Local Broadband Champions. These are people who may not have a technical expertise (in fact, no specialised knowledge is required) but are keen to help maximise the opportunities to bring faster broadband to their area. The role involves making others aware of the CSW Broadband project. They will provide posters, flyers and other materials, plus a comprehensive guide to getting your local community engaged with the project.  To find out more please visit www.cswbroadband.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-community-champion
For more information, please call Clare Rudge on 0121 704 6151 or see the project website www.cswbroadband.org.uk/
Solihull Active in partnership with Streetgames and National Governing Bodies of Sport is providing  a Personal Attainment and Training Programme for young people aged 14-25 called PACT.   Workshops and courses will help coaches and potential coaches to get more people, more active, more often. This will lead to recognised awards and qualifications in rugby, tennis, badminton, basketball, netball, hockey, sports first aid, sports leadership and safeguarding.
PACT objectives

· More active, more often 
· Up skilling existing and new workforce in delivering high quality sporting opportunities 

· Widen access to sport among low participation groups 

· Support young people to access training through sport to develop personal/social skills and employment opportunities

Who is pact for?

· Young people aged 14 - 25 years 

· Sports clubs delivering sessions to 14 - 25 year olds 

· Professionals looking to up skill to meet the demands of their service i.e. youth workers, connexions, police, care workers
Rural Area courses below:
	 
Basketball Activator*
	 Free
Min age 16 yrs
	
Saturday 2nd November 2013 10.00am - 4.00pm
	
Heart of England School, Gipsy Ln  Balsall Common, Coventry, West Midlands CV7 7FW

	 Level 2 in Community Sports Leadership*
	Free 
Min age 16 yrs
	
Tuesday 27th May - Friday 30th May 2014 9.30am - 5.00pm
 
	 Arden School, Station Road, Knowle, Solihull, B93 0PT


BOOK YOUR PLACE 
· Visit our website www.solihullactive.co.uk  
· Complete the online booking form 

· Agree to the terms and conditions 

· Await booking confirmation of your place 

· Alternatively you can contact Solihull Active on 0121 704 8207 

Solihull Young Carers has a number of fun activities for half term week including a Halloween visit to Warwick Castle Dungeons and a visit to Solihull Fire Station. 
 For more info and to show interest by text, post, phone, e-mail or website 
0121 788 1143, 
07952 015576, barrynoy@solihullcarers.org or http://www.solihullcarers.org/ young-carers/
Food and Hygeine Team - Sampling
Routine samples have been taken from Victoria Farm in Berkswell. Milk and cream samples are examined for microbiological contamination to verify the pasteurisation process.  Empty glass milk bottles are also tested to ensure they are not a source of post pasteurisation contamination. Soda water from dispensers in pubs, clubs and restaurants have also been sampled

Warning about Fat Burner substances containing DNP
Urgent advice has been issued by the Food Standards Agency  to the public following the deaths of two people believed to have taken a “fat burner” substance in tablet or powder form.DNP (2,4-dinitrophenol) is an industrial chemical which can be extremely dangerous to human health.The FSA is advising consumers not to take any product containing DNP at any level. Officers from the food safety team are gathering intellegence on potential suppliers of the product to ensure it doesn’t reach consumers in Solihull

4 October 2013
The jailing of a major drug trafficker’s wife today brought to an end the last in a series of investigations into Midlands-based organised crime groups that were attempting to import huge amounts of heroin worth hundreds of millions.

Officers from the Serious Organised Crime Agency led and coordinated the multi-agency investigations which have led to 19 people being jailed for over 232 years.

Heroin seizures in the UK and Pakistan linked to the investigations amounted to 1,039 kilos. The wholesale value is approximately £26 million, with the actual street value being around £306 million.

Catherine Farooq, aged 51, from Solihull, was sentenced to nine months at Birmingham Crown Court for money laundering offences. This followed on from the 29-year jail term her husband, Mohammed, aged 47, received in June of this year for conspiracy to import heroin.

Drug money was used to pay private school tuition fees for their daughter and she also splashed out on a top of the range Mercedes-Benz car. On two occasions officers watched as Mohammed handed over boxes full of cash to couriers in supermarket car parks. A total of £299,950 was later recovered.

Two of Farooq’s criminal associates from Pakistan – Ahmad Shah, aged 40, and Homayon Mehrpoor, aged 58 – were also jailed in June to 29 years and 25 years respectively for their roles in organising the shipment of 263 kilos of heroin.

This seizure at Southampton in February 2012 was a result of close working with the Border Force. SOCA asked for a specific 40-foot shipping container to be searched and the heroin was concealed within the cardboard packaging of bed linen.

Intelligence sharing and the profiling of freight arriving in the UK direct from Pakistan had already resulted in a number of other large seizures at Felixstowe and Tilbury dating back to April 2011.

Members of the crime groups responsible for those smuggling attempts have been successfully prosecuted as a result of key partnerships with the UKBF, West Midlands Police and the CPS Organised Crime Division.

SOCA’s Andrew Quinn said:

“Collaboration with local, national and international partners has thwarted a number of plots to smuggle huge quantities of heroin into the Midlands. Over a tonne of heroin has been seized and members of the organised crime groups responsible have been handed long prison sentences.

“SOCA officers transfer into the new National Crime Agency on Monday which will spearhead the crackdown on organised criminals targeting the streets of the country’s major towns and cities.

West Midlands (SWM) Probation Trust has invented an app to help the public choose what Community Payback work criminals do.

Across Staffordshire and the West Midlands, over 612,000 hours of Community Payback were completed last year by over 4,500 offenders on a community sentence. This equates to over three and a half million pounds’ worth of free labour provided to local communities as offenders pay back for the crimes they have committed.

Using the free app Get Community Payback, which works on all Android phones, anyone can take a photo of a “grotspot” in their local area and send it directly to their local Probation Trust. The app will “geo-tag” the photo, giving it an exact geographical reference that will enable Probation to accurately pinpoint the location.

Community Payback projects include litter picking, clearing dense undergrowth, repairing and redecorating community centres and removing graffiti. If the work is suitable for offenders to do, Probation will arrange for them to go out and do it. 

When the work has been done, the app will automatically notify the person who suggested the work. It will also show them a map of pictures and information about Community Payback projects in the local area. 

The three-person SWM Probation team – a Community Payback manager, an IT designer and a data analyst - won the funding to develop their idea and launch the app from the Ordnance Survey’s GeoVation challenge competition in June 2012.

Team spokesman Jason Davies said:

“This app is free and it’s easy to use. We hope it will make the public feel more engaged in decision-making and make the punishment and rehabilitation of offenders more visible and meaningful to people in their communities.”

To download the Get Community Payback app, go to https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.gov.swmprobation.cplite&hl=en_GB
Or use your smartphone to scan this QR code which will take you directly to the Google Play page.
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3. Neighbourhood Activity Programme

For further information please contact

David Turton

Neighbourhood Activity Programme Manager

Neighbourhood Services

0121 704 8339

dturton@solihull.gov.uk 

Environment Champions
For any enquiries e-mail:

environmentchampions@solihull.gov.uk
or call:
Christopher Edgell - 0121 704 8517 mobile - 07884236021

Nicola Arrowsmith – 0121 704 6673 mobile - 07770646832 
4. Priorities

The West Midlands PCC, Bob Jones is requesting that residents of the West Midlands complete this short survey.
http://www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/news/2013-news/consultation-on-local-priorities/
The results of which will influence the work of the local PSP's (as well as the results of the local CSP Listening Event being conducted this month) and I would think would need to be reflected in your local Action Plans.
5. Ward News

	Blythe Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Matt Gardner
	0121 7046573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Dave Saunders
	101 ext 7928 6666
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· The Boscobel Road garage area in Cheswick Green garage area has been transformed by residents led by Joyce Wright.  An area of land which used to house a pylon had been badly fly tipped and overgrown and made the area appear and feel neglected and unsafe; which impacted adversely on the whole neighbourhood.  Joyce was concerned about this problem and decided to do something about it.  She contacted all the residents with joint ownership and did a lot of research into what could be done about it.  She undertook land and planning searches and eventually put a project together which involved submitting a planning application for a change of layout to the area concerned.  She then raised money seeking contributions from partner agencies and the residents themselves and after gaining approval she arranged for contractors to remove the detritus and flytipping and to re-landscape the area so it became part of the main garage area with new fences and bollards.  This has transformed the area and removed the anti-social behaviour it was attracting.  She is now working with the Council to get some potentially unsafe nearby trees inspected and maintained.

· Dickens Heath Library has a number of events for the community including IT training; coffee mornings, Halloween craft and healthy lifestyles.  Contact the library for dates and for more information.

	
	Meeting Type and Location

	21 October 2013
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
	Beat Surgery 

Tesco Store
Stratford Road 
Shirley
Solihull
B90 4EN


	6 November 2013
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
	Beat Surgery 

Cheswick Green Village Hall
Cheswick Way
Cheswick Green
Solihull
B90 4JA

	11 November 2013
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
	Cuppa with a Copper 

Notcutts Garden Centre
Stratford Rd, Shirley, 
Solihull, West Midlands 
B90 4EN 


	Dorridge and Hockley Heath Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Silhill)
	Matt Gardner
	0121 704 6573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Dave Saunders
	101 ext 7928 6666
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· A few incidents of ASB are still being reported during the summer at Conker Lane - issues have involved youths aged 11 and upwards, knocking on doors and running away.  WMP are arranging to speak to school children at assemblies to explain how this impacts on residents.  Some parents have also been spoken to.
· There are regular concerns about obstructive parking outside Hockley Heath primary school.  Parents and carers are asked to park sensibly and not to block, pavements and  driveways or to double park.
Meetings

	Date/Time
	Meeting Type and Location

	18 October 2013
09:30 am - 11:30 am 
	Beat Surgery 

Bentley Heath Country Market
Bentley Heath Community Centre
Widney Road
B93 9BQ

	5 November 2013
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
	Cuppa with a Copper 

Dorridge Cafe
Station Approach
Dorridge 
Solihull
B98 8JF

	10 November 2013
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
	Cuppa with a Copper 

Dorridge Cafe
Station Approach
Dorridge 
Solihull
B98 8JF

	20 November 2013
09:30 am - 11:30 am 
	Beat Surgery 

Bentley Heath Country Market
Bentley Heath Community Centre
Widney Road
B93 9BQ

	22 November 2013
09:30 am - 11:30 am 
	Beat Surgery 

Bentley Heath Country Market
Bentley Heath Community Centre
Widney Road
B93 9BQ


	Knowle Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police sergeant
	Dave Saunders 
	101 ext 7928 6666
	knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· Oak posts are on order to prevent anti-social driving around Elvers Green Lane stream. It is hoped that this will stop people driving through the stream in four by fours, which damages wildlife and the environment.  
· Vehicle crime in Knowle has reduced following three recent arrests.

· There has been a reduction in drug incidents in the Knowle area; meanwhile arrest warrants for individuals from outside the area are pending.
· Problems of anti-social behaviour on Ravenshaw Lane have ceased following robust policing of the area which has pleased local residents.

	Date/Time

	Meeting Type and Location


	18 October 2013
09:30 am - 11:30 am 

	Cuppa with a Copper 

Bentley Heath Country Market
Bentley Heath Community Centre
Widney Road
B93 9BQ


	30 October 2013
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

	Coffee with a Copper 

Costa Coffee
High Street
Knowle
B93 0LF


	4 November 2013
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

	Beat Surgery 

Knowle Library
Chester House
Knowle
Solihull
B93 0LL


	6 November 2013
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

	Coffee with a Copper Costa Coffee
High Street
Knowle
B93 0LF



	


	Meriden Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Craig Hurst 
	101 ext 7922 6286 
	bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt 
	0121-779-1515
	sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· A meeting with residents has taken place regarding issues caused by youths creating noise nuisance in the Balsall Common library car park late at night. A robust policing plan is being put in place with the assistance of the Anti-Social Behaviour team.  Partners are also considering some physical adjustments to the car park to discourage late night football and driving.
· With the extended dark evenings upon us, we have received complains that youths are causing noise nuisance and are smoking drugs underneath the lampposts in the alleyways off the croft. Your local police team have been made aware of the problem and are working closely with residents to combat this problem. Due to this we have added this as a priority for our beat, you asked we did.
· With the Halloween and bonfire night approaching, parthers taking steps to prevent the problems seen in previous years with regards to youths causing anti social behaviour. The neighbourhood police team are putting together a policing strategy and will be working closely with residents to combat this problem. Fixed penalties will be given out to any who misuse fireworks..
· This is a message from PCSO Reidy at Balsall Common Police Office, with the crime figures for the month of September 2013, for the Balsall Common, Berkswell and Meriden areas.
 There were 35 crimes in total. They were:

 

· Vulnerable/Domestic/Abuse/Public Protection Incident-8 

·  ASB Non-crime – 1 

· Criminal Damage – 4 

· Malicious Wounding – 2 

· Take Vehicle Without Consent – 1 

· Burglary Other Building – 1 

· Theft/Attempt Theft Other – 6 

· Theft From Motor Vehicle – 2 

· Theft From Shop/stall – 3 

· Possess Class B Drug – 1 

· Make Off Without Payment – 3 

· Fear/Provocation of Violence – 1 

· Burglary Dwelling – 1 

· Assault Occasion ABH – 1

 Recorded crime had fallen from the previous month by nine recorded incidents.  If you wish to report a case of ASB or suspicious behaviour please dial our non-emergency number on 101.  In an emergency dial 999. There has been 35 crimes in the Balsall Common, Berkswell and Meriden area – Sep 2013.To report ASB/Suspicious Behaviour dial 101. In an emergency 999
 
	
	Ward Meetings
6 November 2013
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Meriden Beat Surgery 

Meriden Library

If you have any policing concerns do come along and discuss them with one of the local officers that is responsible for patrolling your area. 

We work closely with your local parish for more information please visit www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 

15 November 2013
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Joint Police and NHW surgery 

Balsall Common Police office

A chance to come and meet your local Neighbourhood officers and neighbourhood watch co-ordinators to discuss any issues you may have.

Please note that in addition to this your Neighbourhood watch Co-ordinators also volunteer to staff Balsall Common front office every Monday to Saturday between 11:00-12:30

25 November 2013
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Meriden Beat Surgery 

Meriden Library

If you have any policing concerns do come along and discuss them with one of the local officers that is responsible for patrolling your area. 

We work closely with your local parish for more information please visit www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 



	
	


6. Ward Contact List

Neighbourhood Manager
	Kath Hemmings
	0121 704 6358
	kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk


Police Inspector

	Meriden Inspector
	Keith Portman
	0345 113 5000 

ext 7922 6520
	meridensector@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk


Neighbourhood Police Sergeants
	Blythe, Dorridge, Hockley Heath & Knowle
	Sergeant Dave Saunders
	101 ext 7928 6666 
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk

	Meriden
	Sergeant Craig Hurst
	ext 7922 6286 
	bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk


Rural Area Neighbourhood Coordinators
	Blythe 
	Matt Gardner
	0121 7046573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Dorridge & Hockley Heath 
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Knowle
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Meriden 
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk


ASB Hotline
The hotline for reporting anti-social behaviour is available Monday to Friday between 8am and 8pm and Saturday 8am to 1pm.  If you experience anti-social behaviour or hate crime incidents and want to report it, call 0121 717 1500. 

Safer Travel 
Report nuisance or ASB on the public transport network as part of the See Something Say Something campaign text “Bus” “Rail” or “Metro” leave a space, then tell us details with time, date, location and route number to 83010, or use the self-reporting facility at www.safertravel.info or call 101 and ask for Safer Travel.
Solihull Active 

Solihull Active improves lives through sport and physical activity by inspiring communities to be more active, more often.  To find out about activities in your area:

Web:    www.solihullactive.co.uk  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/solihullactive1
Email:   solihullactive@solihull.gov.uk   

Tel:       (0121) 704 8201

West Midlands Fire Service

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525 

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525 or visit www.wmfs.net 

West Midlands Police – Neighbourhood Policing

http://www.west-midlands.police.uk/np/solihull/yourneighbourhood/index.asp
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