Rural Neighbourhood Newsletter Sept-Oct 2014

1. Welcome
Welcome to the Solihull Rural Neighbourhood Area Newsletter for September and October 2014. 
2. General News
Modern Slavery  - A seven minute film is aimed at professionals who may come in to contact with potential victims but is also suitable for the general public. See it here http://youtu.be/Jv1H_fAoOG4
National Consumer week (3-7 November) this year is concentrating on doorstep crime and how by keeping an eye on potentially vulnerable neighbours can help stop them become a victim of crime.  

No Rogue Traders Here - As part of National Consumer Week Trading Standards are running a couple of events at the Central Library. One is a stand with staff and advice available  at Solihull Library and another in the library foyer with the people from ‘no rogue traders here’ who we work in partnership with and replaces our older approved trader list.

If you are running any type of event/talk etc in the next few weeks and you think that there may be a potential for us to also attend and either give information regarding scams, doorstep crime generally or other items of related interest , or maybe even give a short talk and advice session if that is wanted please would you contact Trading Standards  at pprotection@solihull.gov.uk and we will arrange whatever may be needed.

Below are  links if needed for national consumer week and no rogue traders here.

http://www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/events/events-ncw.cfm
https://www.noroguetradershere.com/
The Post Office are looking to provide more post boxes in rural areas at locations where it is felt they would be beneficial.  Please let Kath know if there are any suggestions for new locations – she will pass them on to be assessed. 

Neighbourhood Activity Programme
Neighbourhood Activity Programme Manager

Neighbourhood Services

0121 704 8339

dturton@solihull.gov.uk 

@NAPSolihull

Environment Champions
For any enquiries e-mail:

environmentchampions@solihull.gov.uk
or call:
Christopher Edgell - 0121 704 8517 mobile - 07884236021

Nicola Arrowsmith – 0121 704 6673 mobile - 07770646832 
For further information about the Neighbourhood Activity Programme, please contact

David Turton

Neighbourhood Activity Programme Manager

Neighbourhood Services

0121 704 8339

dturton@solihull.gov.uk
3. Priorities
Vehicle Crime  -  Rural Priority and New Campaign by West Midlands Police 
Vehicle crime is again a priority in Blythe Ward this month, and there was a small increase in vehicle crime in Knowle during September.  Do you ever leave sunglasses, loose change or a SAT NAVS on display in your vehicle?  Do you make sure you lock your vehicle and shut all windows when leaving it unattended? These are just two of the questions officers across Solihull are asking car owners as we remind them how they can help reduce opportunist vehicle crime.
West Midlands Police are now asking you to “Check your fob has done its job” sometimes busy people forget to check that the vehicle is locked and this is the ideal scenario for the opportunist thief who tries door handles.

Across the borough thefts from vehicles still accounts for around 10 per cent of all offences – so with your help we can make our communities even safer.While speaking to car owners and passing on safety advice some motorists have told officers that they are deliberately leaving vehicles unlocked to prevent their cars being broken into, preferring criminals to open doors to the vehicles rather than having to smash windows.
But rather than preventing crime this ill-conceived approach is actually promoting the chances of becoming a victim of crime. Smashing windows draws attention to thieves, and they much prefer to discretely try door handles to check if cars are locked. Our advice is always to lock cars, active your vehicle’s alarm if it has one and where possible to park vehicles in a locked garage.

To many this message may seem like common sense, and we thank these people for their continued support. But it is clear not everyone is following the advice as we are still seeing crime committed by opportunist thieves.

If you see anyone or anything suspicious in your local community please call officers on 101.  Always dial 999 if a crime is in progress.

http://www.west-midlands.police.uk/misc/westmidsheroes/vehicle-crime.asp 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNTbCExdeVA
	4. Ward News




	Blythe Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Matt Gardner
	0121 7046573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Dave Saunders
	101 ext 7928 6666
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· There has been an increase in theft from motor vehicles in the Dickens Heath over the last 2 weeks.  Offenders are checking vehicle doors to see if they are insecure and entering those that are and taking property.  Please ensure your vehicles are locked and secure when unattended and don’t leave items of property on display.  

· Tom & Adam of the NAP team managed to remove 2 old tractor tyres from the ditch of Wood Lane in Earlswood. They had been fly tipped and were half in the ground, so needed to be dug out. The tyres will be re-used at the Bluebell centre activity area. 
· The hit squad have been out to remove overgrowth at Watery Lane – Cheswick Green, the bus stop and footway were completely obscured by vegetation leading to many complaints. On this occasion, the hit squad consisted of Lizzy and Annie plus two fantastic Amey team members who didn’t get to eat their sandwiches until after 3pm. 
· Tythe Barn Lane, Dickens Heath will be closed overnight (1900hrs to 0600hrs) for 5 consecutive nights beginning 13th/14th October 2014. An alternative route will be available.
For details of Ward meetings with the NPT see the West Midlands Police website www.west-midlands.police.uk

	Dorridge and Hockley Heath Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Silhill)
	Matt Gardner
	0121 704 6573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Dave Saunders
	101 ext 7928 6666
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· There has been in increase in anti-social behaviour logs in Bentley Heath park car park with reports of youths in cars generating noise and litter during the evenings.  This is being investigated by the Council Parks team supported by patrols carried out by the NPT.

· The ASB problems in Dorridge park have now been addressed through new signage at the car park, warning that it will be locked at night and vehicles locked in. The police spoke to several youths in vehicles and the issue has been successfully tackled through joint Council/Police action.
· The hit squad have been out to tackle overgrowth on the path on Spring Lane , Hockley Heath leading from the Baptist Church towards the village. The road is very fast and the was footway impassable as it was covered with vegetation which made the members of the church and pedestrians walk in the road.  Lizzy, Annie and the team from Amey reclaimed the footway and trimmed back overhanging vegetation.
· Station Road, Dorridge will be closed overnight (1900hrs to 0600hrs) for 3 consecutive nights beginning 10th/11th October 2014. An alternative route will be available.
· Sainsbury, Dorridge are still well on course for a pre-Christmas opening.  They are continuing to clad the outside of the development and will be starting to fit out out the shop units on Station Road. Other works include on-going utilities connections, such as water, electricity and communications. 
For details of Ward meetings with the NPT see the West Midlands Police website www.west-midlands.police.uk

	Knowle Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304 


	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police sergeant
	Dave Saunders 
	101 ext 7928 6666
	knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· Following the highly unpleasant incursion by travellers in Chadwick End Recreation Ground, the changing room was cleaned out, water was switched off, and it was boarded up and made secure until loss adjusters can review the damage; the playground  has had paint removed from the basketball court, steel container and slide; debris and litter was removed from the playing field. Police are also now investigating reports of further crimes allegedly committed in the Knowle area which were not reported at the time. Grass cutting will take place next week to allow the area to be used again for football etc; The Parish Council have secured a contractor to install new security measures; plans continue to be developed in terms of community action events; the car park is still out of bounds for vehicular access, but the play area is accessible to pedestrians and is fully operational.
· Police have been conducting high visibility patrols on foot and in vehicles during September in an attempt to catch and deter those responsible for a slight increase in car crime.  Please follow West Midlands Police advice and check your fob has done its job to deter the opportunist thief.
· Officers from the local Neighbourhood Team have visited Crabmill Close in response to calls from residents about anti-social parking. Warning notices have been issued to vehicles which are causing an obstruction and the vehicle details are being recorded. Tickets will be issued to persistent offenders.  The Council has contacted McCarthy and Stone who have already made alternative parking arrangements and are monitoring their own contractors parking.  We are waiting to hear back from Miller Homes about their arrangements.
· The hit squad have been out at Warwick Road between Netherwood Road and Arbour Tree Lane – Chadwick End Lizzy reports “Following complaints about overgrowth on the footpath between Netherwood Road to Arbour Tree Lane.  We reclaimed the path and trimmed all hedges back using the Hit Squad to make safe passage.”
· Lizzy had also received a complaint about hedges obscuring the visibility splay at Grove Road Knowle, the hit squad cut and trimmed back the hedges and Lizzy spoke to private residents to ensure that they cut back their own vegetation.

For details of Ward meetings with the NPT see the West Midlands Police website www.west-midlands.police.uk

	Meriden Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
	Craig Hurst 
	101 ext 7922 6286 
	bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· We have seen some increased crime and anti-social behaviour on the Leticia Avenue area in Meriden, your local NPT have been patrolling the location as often as possible and will continue to look out for any suspicious activity.  A Neighbourhood Watch group is being set up at the location.

· There appears to have been an escalation in complaints about anti-social behaviour in Willow Park, Balsall Common involving alcohol consumption and litter dropping in the play areas.  New bins are on order and the NPT are patrolling and will take appropriate action where any offences are being committed.  

· Adult Safeguarding contacted Neighbourhood Services regarding an older gentleman who lives on his own, in Meriden. The gentleman has recently been unable to cope with the garden, due to ill health. A team of partners from Neighbourhood Services and AMEY attended the property and cut back all the over grown vegetation, clearing the front window and allowing light into the property, clearing a planting bed and transforming the garden. Special thanks to the AMEY team: Mark, Jack and Lorne who took three loads of waste to the tip as the skip was over full. The gentleman was overjoyed with the work that was completed today and the amount of vegetation we were able to clear. Phase 2 of this project and tackling the back garden is taking place later in October.
· Thank you to those of you who took part in the consultation regarding proposed speed limits on C and Unclassified (Local) Roads in the South Solihull, Hampton in Arden and Fillongley areas. Further details about the Speed Limit Review in Solihull
and its resulting proposals in these areas can be found online at http://www.solihull.gov.uk/About-the-Council/Consultations/roadworkconsultations/SouthSolihullFillongley. The outcome of the recent consultation including all the feedback received can now be read online at http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=249&MId=3563.
· Meriden Police team are urging residents to prepare for darker nights to deter burglars by setting lights to come on and locking doors and windows.
· NAP team have removed graffiti from rural walking areas as well as made improvements to accessing the footpaths
· Birmingham Road, Meriden will be closed overnight (1900hrs to 0600hrs) on 6th/7th October 2014. Alternative routes will be available.

· Kenilworth Road, Balsall Common will be closed overnight (1900hrs to 0600hrs) 8th/9th October 2014. Alternative routes will be available. 

For details of Ward meetings with the NPT see the West Midlands Police website www.west-midlands.police.uk

5. Ward Contact List

Neighbourhood Manager
	Kath Hemmings
	0121 704 6358
	kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk


Police Inspector

	Meriden Inspector
	Alan Green
	101
ext 7922 6520
	meridensector@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk


Neighbourhood Police Sergeants
	Blythe, Dorridge, Hockley Heath & Knowle
	Sergeant Dave Saunders
	101 ext 7928 6666 
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk

	Meriden
	Sergeant Craig Hurst
	ext 7922 6286 
	bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk


Rural Area Neighbourhood Coordinators
	Blythe 
	Matt Gardner
	0121 7046573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Dorridge & Hockley Heath 
	Tom Rogers
	0121 704 6425 


	trogers@solihull.gov.uk

	Knowle
	Tom Rogers
	0121 704 6425 


	trogers@solihull.gov.uk

	Meriden 
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk


ASB Hotline
The hotline for reporting anti-social behaviour is available Monday to Friday between 8am and 8pm and Saturday 8am to 1pm.  
If you experience anti-social behaviour or hate crime incidents and want to report it, call 0121 717 1500. 

Safer Travel 
Report nuisance or ASB on the public transport network as part of the See Something Say Something campaign text “Bus” “Rail” or “Metro” leave a space, then tell us details with time, date, location and route number to 83010, or use the self-reporting facility at www.safertravel.info or call 101 and ask for Safer Travel.

Solihull Active 

Solihull Active improves lives through sport and physical activity by inspiring communities to be more active, more often.  To find out about activities in your area:

Web:    www.solihullactive.co.uk  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/solihullactive1
Email:   solihullactive@solihull.gov.uk   

Tel:       (0121) 704 8201

West Midlands Fire Service

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525 

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525 or visit www.wmfs.net 

West Midlands Police – Neighbourhood Policing

http://www.west-midlands.police.uk/np/solihull/yourneighbourhood/index.asp
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