Rural Neighbourhood Newsletter August 2015

1. Welcome
Welcome to the Solihull Rural Neighbourhood Area Newsletter for August 2015. 
2. General News
Solihull Council has developed The Support to Success Brand with its partners and brings together in one place 6 key messages of support for Solihull residents who need help to get a job, get on line, get out of debt, get a bank account , get help with budgeting and get healthy. 

We would like your help in spreading these messages and would appreciate it if you could circulate the link to our Support to Success video in your newsletters or in communications you have with residents.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0spOZzlhCGk
West Midlands Fire Service (WMFS)

Here is the link to the WMFS Road Casualty Reduction Team’s Road Safety Programme, to provide a feel for what initiatives are being provided and how these can support the Solihull Safer Roads group’s strategy in the coming year.

 http://policeandschools.org.uk/onewebmedia/RCRT%20Packages%20%26%20Activities%20for%20External%20Fire%20Brigades.pdf​ 
Voluntary Surrender of Oral Tobacco

In May 2015 Trading Standards received a call from Border Force to inform them that they had intercepted a consignment being imported through Birmingham Airport believed to be oral tobacco.

As oral tobacco is banned (the supply is an offence under the safety provisions of the Trading Standards law), Trading Standards seized the shipment, a total weight of 1.64 tonnes.  Each individual product was in the form of a small moist rectangular ‘cake’; a piece is pulled off, rolled in the hand, and placed in the mouth between gum and cheek where it is left, unchewed, for a period of time.  It is therefore classed as a ‘smokeless tobacco’ product.  According to Cancer Research UK “most types of smokeless tobacco contains at least 28 different chemicals that can cause cancer”.  Subsequent testing has proved that the consignment is indeed oral tobacco and therefore illegal.  The importer has voluntarily surrendered the whole of the shipment to Trading Standards and agreed to pay for the cost of its destruction; that’s about 41,000 packets.
Victim’s Fund

A new Victims Fund bringing benefits to victims of crime is being launched by West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner David Jamieson.  The Victims Fund has been set up to improve victims' services and to maximise the potential of organisations to deliver vital services supporting victims of crime in the West Midlands, helping them to cope and cover from their experience.  £300,000 is available for organisations who provide support to victims of crime helping them to cope with the trauma of what has happened to them and recover from the impact. 

 

The fund is open to a wide range of voluntary and community sector organisations and compliments the Commissioner's newly launched Victims Service.  The application form is available  http://www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/consultation/victims-fund  The closing date for the first round is 1 September 2015 at 5pm.
Van security
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#ABSsummerlockin campaign

#ABSsummerlockin campaign has been launched by Neighbourhood and Home Watch Network to keep security locked in and intruders locked out.
	#ABSsummerlockin campaign aims to tackle the 10% increase in domestic burglaries and 40% increase 
in outdoor thefts during the summer months.  Working in partnership with its security sponsor Avocet 
Hardware, Neighbourhood and Home Watch Network are advising householders about how they can 
make their homes less exposed to potential burglaries. For further information and updates on 
#ABSsummerlockin follow Twitter @N_Watch and @avocetabs. 
Joining a Neighbourhood Watch scheme is completely free and has been proven to reduce your chance of 
getting burgled. For further information and home security safety advice visit the Neighbourhood and 
Home Watch website:- http://www.ourwatch.org.uk
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SMBC has made a significant financial contribution towards improving broadband infrastructure within the borough, in the form of the BDUK /  CSW Broadband project.  The project is essentially about upgrading cabinets over the next few years in order to deliver faster broadband across 98% of the borough.   Further information about the project is available via this link http://www.cswbroadband.org.uk/  

On the 9th September from 6:15pm to 8:30pm, all stakeholders are invited to the Studio at Solihull Arts Complex to hear a presentation on the CSW project and take part in a question and answer session.   Those wishing to attend can register here:- https://www.eventbrite.com/e/csw-broadband-briefing-solihull-tickets-17689084528   On the day, we also hope to have representatives from the Social Media Café,   Income and Awards, Neighbourhoods  and Public Health present to raise awareness of the digital initiatives that they are delivering.  

Further to the above, eligible SME’s (businesses under 249 employees) have the opportunity to apply for up to £3k funding (capital only) to improve their broadband connectivity via the DCMS Superfast Britain Broadband Voucher Scheme.  Our local website is http://www.broadbandvoucher.net/  Digital Birmingham will be attending the event on the 9th September 2015.

Neighbourhood Activity Programme
In addition to their environmental projects, included under relevant wards, the NAP continues to do fantastic work supporting our young people on a range of sports projects across the borough, including:  

FREE boxing session on Wednesday at Lode Heath School 6-8pm

FREE street dance session on Thursday at Lode Heath School 6-7pm

For further information please contact:

David Turton

Neighbourhood Activity Programme Manager

Neighbourhood Services

0121 704 8339

dturton@solihull.gov.uk @NAPSolihull
Environment Champions
For any enquiries e-mail:

environmentchampions@solihull.gov.uk
or call:
Christopher Edgell - 0121 704 8517 mobile – 07884236021
3. Priorities
Please can residents be encouraged to use CRIMESTOPPERS if they have any information about crime in their area. https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
It is completely anonymous so may be an option for those who do not wish to “get involved” in the criminal justice process.

Phone 0800 555 111 or through an Anonymous Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year
	Blythe Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Matt Gardner
	0121 704 6573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police 
	PC Andy Timmins,
PC Sharon Grant,

PC Tariq Dost.

CPSO Wendy Shale
	101 ext. 891 6011
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· In response to the issue of boy racers on the Tesco Monkspath car park a meeting was held with Tesco Management, Police, Matt Gardner and Cllr Hawkins. long term solutions were discussed  to design out the problem long term via a change in layout added vegetation, ANPR camera’s and signs being installed and then subsequent banning letters via companies like (Parking Eye). In the short term Tesco security team will monitor and gather information on the vehicles and pass on to PC Gadd to action. ASB Signs will be provided and banning letters will be issued by Tesco. 

· A community litter pick was held with Tescos/Notcutts, the police, SMBC and hopefully Mcdonalds, along the footpath of the boundary of Tesco’s /Notcutts fence on Tuesday 28th. The team collected 10 bags of rubbish in under an hour, which ranged from old wellington boots to bits of carpet.
For details of Ward meetings with the NPT see the West Midlands Police website www.west-midlands.police.uk

	Dorridge and Hockley Heath Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
	Tom Rogers
	0121 704 6425 


	trogers@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Silhill)
	Matt Gardner
	0121 704 6573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police 
	PC Andy Timmins,

PC Sharon Grant,

PC Tariq Dost.

CPSO Wendy Shale
	101 ext. 891 6011

	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· West Midlands Fire Service have reported an arson fire started out of rubbish at Bentley Heath Rec on Wednesday the 15th July at about 7pm.

· The Fire Service also reported an arson grass fire in Dorridge Park on Friday 3rd July at 9am. Fascias were also removed from the scout hut, where youths also collected for sale signs and built a bonfire.  

· PC Andy Timmins is liaising with residents of Oakhall Drive regarding A.S.B on railtrack land and the adjacent public right of way.

· Hockley Heath residents are reporting on-going issues with speeding through the village.
For details of Ward meetings with the NPT see the West Midlands Police website www.west-midlands.police.uk

	Knowle Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
	Tom Rogers
	0121 704 6425 


	trogers@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police 
	PC Andy Timmins,

PC Sharon Grant,

PC Tariq Dost.

CPSO Wendy Shale
	101 ext. 891 6011
	knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· Kerry reports that Knowle High Street will be having a spruce up in autumn.  Following a walkabout with Councillor Diana Holl-Alan and David Aitchison from The Knowle Traders group, a few improvements have been identified including: a clean-up of the High Street; removal of weeds in the nooks and crannies around the Village Hall; the black bollards to be sanded down and re- painted along with the lamp columns which will be done in the next financial year. All 8 of the vehicle access crossings which join the High St will be resurfaced, neatened up and made safer. SMBC will be working alongside the Knowle Traders to assist in installing beautiful hanging baskets on the lamp column’s to brighten up the area for shoppers and businesses ready for Spring 2016. 
· There has been 1 further incident of attempted fraud at a cashpoint in Knowle.  Banks have since improved the security of the cashpoints which it is hoped will address any further issues.
· There have been a number of road traffic collisions on Warwick Road in the Grove Road/Watery Lane area involving loss of control. Tom is liaising with landowners to cut back any overhanging foliage which is obscuring road signs. There are plans during the current financial year for the No overtaking & edge of carriageway markings to be improved along with a high visibility bend warning sign and maximum speed sign. 

For details of Ward meetings with the NPT see the West Midlands Police website 
www.west-midlands.police.uk

	Meriden Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police 
	PC Jackie Brown, PC Simon Harrison, PCSO Tom Attwood 
	101 ext. 891 6011
	bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· There has been in increase in anti-social behaviour in Willow Park in the late evenings over the summer with evidence of graffiti and cannabis. It is thought that youths are coming in from outside the area. The Parish Council are removing the vandalised seating which appears to be a magnet for these people whilst the police are responding with patrol plans and warning letters to vehicle owners. All incidents need to be properly logged so that police resources can be deployed.
For details of Ward meetings with the NPT see the West Midlands Police website www.west-midlands.police.uk

4. Ward Contact List

Neighbourhood Manager
	Kath Hemmings
	0121 704 6358
	kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk


Police Inspector

	Meriden Inspector
	Alan Green
	101
ext 7922 6520
	meridensector@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk


Neighbourhood Police 

	Blythe, Dorridge, Hockley Heath, Knowle, Meriden
	Sergeant Mick Lloyd
PC Andy Timmins,

PC Sharon Grant,

PC Tariq Dost.

PC Jackie Brown,

PC Tom Attwood

CPSO Wendy Shale

PC Simon Harrison


	101 ext 891 6011

	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk
or

bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk


Rural Area Neighbourhood Coordinators
	Blythe & Hockley Heath
	Matt Gardner
	0121 7046573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Dorridge 
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304

	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk 

	Knowle
	Tom Rogers
	0121 704 6425 


	trogers@solihull.gov.uk

	Meriden 
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk


ASB Hotline
The hotline for reporting anti-social behaviour is available Monday to Friday between 8am and 8pm and Saturday 8am to 1pm.  
If you experience anti-social behaviour or hate crime incidents and want to report them, call 0121 717 1500. 

Safer Travel 
Report nuisance or ASB on the public transport network as part of the See Something Say Something campaign text “Bus” “Rail” or “Metro” leave a space, then tell us details with time, date, location and route number to 83010, or use the self-reporting facility at www.safertravel.info or call 101 and ask for Safer Travel.

Solihull Active 

Solihull Active improves lives through sport and physical activity by inspiring communities to be more active, more often.  To find out about activities in your area:

Web:    www.solihullactive.co.uk  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/solihullactive1
Email:   solihullactive@solihull.gov.uk   

Tel:       (0121) 704 8201

West Midlands Fire Service

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525 

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525 or visit www.wmfs.net 

West Midlands Police – Neighbourhood Policing

http://www.west-midlands.police.uk/np/solihull/yourneighbourhood/index.asp
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