Meriden Constituency Neighbourhood Newsletter January 2016

1. Welcome
Welcome to the new Meriden Constituency Neighbourhood Newsletter for January 2016.
As part of the Solihull Integration Project, officers from Neighbourhood Management, Neighbourhood Police, Anti Social Behaviour team, Early Help & Regulatory Services will be meeting regularly as Local Problem Solving (LPSs) groups to identify problems and to jointly resolve them.  There will be a leader for each LPS and their role will be to ensure that the briefing takes place, is recorded and outcomes noted: 
1. Chelmsley Wood Partnership+ Fordbridge (Sgt Ellen Beedham)

2. Smith’s Wood, Kingshurst, Castle Bromwich (Sgt Alistair Heathcote)

3. Rural (Tom Rogers, Neighbourhood Services)

4. Solihull, Shirley (Chris Parker, Neighbourhood Services)

5. Lyndon, Elmdon, Olton, Silhill (Marcus Crockett, ASB Team)
News below about the kind of activities that have been carried out by Integrated teams across the Borough and in the Ward updates.
2. General News
Christmas Hamper Appeal
A big  thank you to everyone who made the Christmas Hamper Appeal such a success.  The following agencies delivered hampers to some of the most needy, elderly residents in the borough:

West Midlands Fire Service = 35 Hampers

West Midlands Police North and South = 46 Hampers

Ashram Community Centre = 10 Hampers

Family Care Trust (Dementia and Alzheimers ) = 30 Hampers

Solihull Community Housing = 30 Hampers 

Seeds of Hope in Kingshurst  received £50.00 Cash Donation from a Marston Green resident which  helped to pay for Xmas lunch for local elderly residents and 6 Hampers were offered as raffle prizes.
DIAL = 4 hampers
Resident Deliveries and collections 140 Hampers.

A special thanks to Coleshill Heath School and Fordbridge School for the lovely hampers and all their help, and to the children of Coleshill Heath School who sang so beautifully to the centenarian lady in Olton.
Integrated Project

The Police, Council and SCH Integration Project continue to deliver outcomes and this month the spotlight is on the Trading Standards Team who are part of Regulatory Services. The Regulatory Services Team comprises of: Trading Standards, Licensing, Environmental Health and the Food Team who area all based at Moat Lane Depot with PC Luke Prescott.  In December, Trading Standards were ensuring that the borough’s forecourts and those that use them were not infringing the law.  While the Police were keen to remind motorists of simple road safety tips, Trading Standards colleagues checked to see that pumps were accurately measuring the amount of fuel dispensed to customers.  Despite the high profile operation and a flurry of florescent jackets, one driver chose to drive onto a Stratford Road forecourt in Shirley while using his handheld mobile before stopping just feet away from disbelieving officers.

A crushed car was delivered to the forecourt – emphasising that people who choose to drive off without paying for their fuel could ultimately have their vehicle seized and destroyed.  Officers were also on hand to deal with any offences, including the driver whose phone conversation was cut short by officers issuing him a ticket.  In total four drivers were issued with a ticket as part of the operation.  They will receive a £100 fine and three points.  During the operation officers also supported the force-wide drink drive campaign – with no drivers found to be over the legal limit. 
PC Luke Prescott summed the operation up “This operation was deliberately high profile as we wanted drivers to be under no illusion about the dangers of driving on a mobile phone, not wearing a seatbelt and the seemingly obvious fact that all fuel has to be paid for.” 



 


	


Part worn tyres
Officers from Trading Standards, accompanied by an industry expert, visited all the sellers of part worn tyres across the Borough.  A total of 113 tyres were inspected in detail and 26 failed to meet safety standards.  Failures included: excessive wear, illegal and unsafe repairs, damage to the inner wall of the tyres due to the tyres being run while flat, pinch ruptures and cracked tyre walls.  Trading Standards will now work with the businesses to ensure future safety and compliance.  On a positive note, the industry expert identified one of the businesses as the best he has ever seen, everything a part worn tyre retailer needed to do was being done.  In conjunction with the tyre inspections, the NPT carried out a road safety/speed check outside one of the premises.

Tobacco sniffer dog

The Trading Standards Team spent a day working with a tobacco sniffer dog.  Intelligence had been received about a number of premises selling illegal tobacco, these were visited and a small quantity of duty evaded tobacco was seized.

Hover boards

Solihull Trading Standards signed up to a national project aimed at intercepting unsafe consumer products as they are imported into the country.  During November and December they dealt with approximately 650 hover boards which were either imported through Birmingham Airport or were in Border Force controlled warehouses in the Borough. Most of the hover boards were not compliant with UK and EU safety legislation.  As a result some of the boards were destroyed, some re-exported and some were released to the importer under the guidance/control of their local Trading Standards authority, with a view to being brought into compliance.  Officers are also dealing with a further 120 boards which were imported by traders in the Borough. 

Local Support Services

New advice service for child Disability Living Allowance - DIAL Solihull is now able to support parents with child Disability Living Allowance claims, renewals and related benefits. The service has been commissioned by Solihull Council and enables DIAL to provide families with additional advice and information on grants and other support services. Families can access DIAL’s services by calling 0121 770 0333 or visiting the advice centre in Kingshurst. DIAL Solihull is a free, impartial and confidential information and advice service for disabled people and their carers. For more information visit www.dialsolihull.org.uk.

Holocaust Memorial Day takes place on 27 January. It is a time for everyone to pause to remember and seek to learn the lessons of the past and to recognise that genocide does not just take place on its own; it is a steady process which can begin if discrimination, racism and hatred are not checked and prevented. We are fortunate here in the UK as we are not at risk of genocide. However, discrimination has not ended, nor has the use of the language of hatred or exclusion. #HMD2016 is an opportunity to continue to create a safer future. This day is a real demonstration of how the lessons of the past can inform our lives today and ensure that everyone works together to create a safer and better future.  If you run an activity whether private or open to the public record it here http://hmd.org.uk/node/add/events for all to see that we in Solihull do not stand by http://hmd.org.uk/node/add/events
Solihull has reporting centres where you can report incidents of abuse, if you do not yet feel confident reporting them to the police, and location details can be found http://www.solihull.gov.uk/hatecrime 
Play your part for a better internet
The Safer Solihull Partnership are supporting Safer Internet Day 2016 which will take place on the 9th February with the theme 'Play your part for a better internet!.  Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet Centre the celebration sees hundreds of organisations get involved to help promote the safe, responsible and positive use of digital technology for children and young people. To help make Safer Internet Day 2016 even bigger, the UK Safer Internet Centre invites schools and organisations to deliver activities to support the day, and provides a range of resources to help organisations get involved.  Help us to spread the word and join the conversation at #SID2016. Safer Internet Day is a chance to share the amazing things the internet has to offer.  There is also a social media campaign #shareaheart which we look forward to seeing you support.
More than 20 dogs have been rescued from a suspected "puppy farm"

A site in the Solihull area was raided police, executing a warrant, and RSPCA inspectors.

A 51-year-old man and a woman, 41, from Hampton-in-Arden, were arrested on suspicion of animal cruelty, West Midlands Police said. The woman was later released on bail.

The dogs were on their way to "be looked after properly", the force said.

The RSPCA confirmed a "number of small-breed dogs" had been removed. 
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"The investigation is currently on-going," a spokeswoman said

Sporting Future: A New Strategy for an Active Nation

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport launched their new sport strategy Sporting Future: A New Strategy for an Active Nation on 17 December 2015. This cross-government strategy will tackle head on the flat lining levels of sport participation and high levels of inactivity in this country.  Jumping on the back of the profile of this new strategy in the media and the country making new year’s resolutions the Solihull Active Team are running a marketing campaign throughout January to showcase the benefits of sport and where to participate. 

The campaign will showcase a different sport over the 31 days in January via social media and the website http://www.solihullactive.co.uk/solihull-active-team/spotlightonsport
The Patrons Lunch

The Patrons Lunch is to be held in The Mall on Sunday 12 June.  Part of these celebrations will also encourage local street parties.  For further information http://www.thepatronslunch.com
Robbery advice for Parents

The chances of becoming a victim of robbery within the West Midlands is relatively rare; however there is plenty you can do to reduce your chances of becoming a victim.  If you are a parent, the West Midlands Police has an interactive website to help you to have a conversation with your child on how to keep themselves safe: www.west-midlands.police.uk/saferstreets/interactive_street
Protect your pressies

West Midlands Police are asking members of the public to register their lovely new Christmas presents on the UK's largest free website www.immobilise.com.  If your items are ever lost or stolen and retrieved by the police they can then get your property back to you.
Call-out for new carers 

The Council is looking to recruit people to become paid carers as part of a new scheme that has launched in Solihull.  The Shared Lives Scheme, which is run in conjunction with Coventry City Council, involves people supporting adults in their own home and sharing their family and community life. All sorts of people can be supported in a Shared Lives Placement including adults with a physical or learning disability, adults with mental health issues, or young people in transition to adult care and support services.  The scheme is built around matching people who get on well together so that Shared Lives feels like family life, rather than a service. It gives adults with care and support needs the opportunity to live within a family environment and feel part of a community. 

Anyone can apply to become a Shared Lives Carer and full training will be given, as well as day-to-day support from the Shared Lives team. People don’t need to have experience of working in social care to become a Shared Lives Carer, what is important is that they are enthusiastic, committed, caring and sensitive to others’ needs. 

Contact the Shared Lives team by emailing SharedLivesScheme@coventry.gov.uk or calling 02476 785 339. For more information http://solihull.mylifeportal.co.uk/volunteer/
The Safer Solihull Partnership have an confidential online reporting form for you to send information about a crime to Solihull Police.  It can be found at https://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/SMBCWebForms/?Form=Intel_Public.  If you do not wish to be identified CRIMESTOPPERS are an independent charity who are not part of the police and you can contact them confidentially on 0800 555 111.  So if you have seen or heard something about a crime but don't know what to do, or are scared to come forward please use one of these methods.




3 Neighbourhood Activity Programme/Rangers
Chelmsley Wood: 

· Warwickshire Wildlife Trust (WWT) sessions on a Tuesday morning at Bluebell Community are continuing every week 10am-12noon.  This session continues to engage with local residents and welcomes more of the community to get involved.  

· Boxing weekly session on a Monday at St Andrews Church 4-5pm 8-13yrs,  5-6pm 14+ yrs - £1 per person per session

· Boxing weekly session on a Wednesday at St Andrews Church 5-6pm 8-13yrs,  6-7pm 14+ yrs - £1 per person per session
Fordbridge:

· FREE weekly StreetDance session on a Tuesday at CTC Academy Kingshurst 7-8pm 

· FREE weekly Football session in partnership with Solihull Moors on a Friday at North Solihull Sports Centre 6 -8pm

· SWAY – StreetDance weekly sessions at North Solihull Sports Centre – Dance Studio £3.70 per person per session;

Wednesday StreetDance - 4:45-5:45pm – 13-15 yrs

Thursday StreetDance – 4:45-5:45 pm – 10-12 yrs

Saturday Teen Street – 11:30-12:30 pm – 10-15 yrs

Saturday Adult Street – 12:30-13:30 pm – 16+ yrs


· Aikido session at CTC Kingshurst Academy Gym for all ages from 8yrs+ - 8pm-9:30pm.  £3 per session per person.

Employees from Enzen continued the work completed by npower employees at Kingshurst Allotments.  Enzen’s work has contributed to building a community garden for residents and local schools support by the NAP team and Gro-Organic.
Bickenhill:
Working in partnership with Gro-Organic and Amey to help transform a section of Marston Green Junior School’s grounds into an outdoor education and wildlife area.
Meriden:

Assisting Balsall Common Lions with a spring bulb planting project around street name plates.

Smith’s Wood:
· Working currently with WMP to extend outreach boxing sessions in Smiths Wood.  Smith’s Wood Sports College are providing free facility hire for us to deliver non-contact boxing sessions starting on Tuesday 17 November for initial 10 week period.  This will be reviewed based upon success.  There will be 2 sessions: 5-6pm for 8-13 yrs and 6-7pm for 14yrs +

· FREE weekly Football session in partnership with Solihull Moors on a Thursday at Smith’s Wood Sports College 4:30 -6:30pm

FREE boxing session on Wednesday at Lode Heath School 6-8pm

FREE street dance session on Thursday at Lode Heath School 6-7pm

For further information please contact:

David Turton

Neighbourhood Activity Programme Manager

Neighbourhood Services

0121 704 8339

dturton@solihull.gov.uk @NAPSolihull
Environment Champions
For any enquiries e-mail:

environmentchampions@solihull.gov.uk
or call:
Christopher Edgell - 0121 704 8517 mobile – 07884236021
Rangers
Over the past month the Rangers have been their usual helpful selves in the following ways:

3. Worked with volunteers cutting back at Hampton spinney.

4. Removed a large section of fencing at Hawksworth Crescent North. 

5. Helped police and Licencing with stop and check at NEC.

6. Cleared right of way path at Windmill Lane.

7. Attended St Augustine’s school re garden project.

8. Worked with Amey at Meriden Park clearing lake of rubbish.

9. Helped N/C on 5 OHV jobs around the Borough.

10. Planted memorial tree for Hockley Heath garden club.

11. Help public health pest control team get across the lake at Meriden Park.
12. Helped with hampers project at Onwards club north.

13. Collected money for the Adventure Playground around the Council House.

14. Helped with event at the Adventure Playground putting up Xmas decorations. 
15. Landscaped and barked an area around the newly positioned planters in Dickens Heath.      
As it is the Rangers’ quiet time of year they are happy to help with projects within the Community, and we are taking full advantage of this!
4. Priorities
Off-roading

Off-roading has become a massive topic  over  the winter. Unfortunately the mild weather has meant that it has not died down as it usually does and residents, particularly in the North, have really suffered as a result from the often dangerous anti-social behaviour demonstrated in some areas. This issue is now being looked at the highest level within the Council, and we are working closely with police colleagues to find a way forward. There are restrictions on the police that prevent them from pursuing the culprits, so their response is limited, but they are hoping to be able to tackle the problem at source by tracking down the riders to their origins. In the past significant successes have been achieved as a result of solid information from the public, and we are appealing to residents to please contact ourselves or the police with any information that you have about where the bikes are being kept or ridden from. We are not encouraging residents to take pictures or tackle the riders where they are placing themselves in danger, but long distance photos have ben really useful, and info can always be posted on the Friends of North Solihull Facebook page.
Operation Tandem 2

Information from the public about drug use/dealing has been really helpful recently. 2 warrants were carried out in Mansfield House where Class A and B drugs were found, followed by a successful closure. They are now going for a closure in another block linked to Mansfield House. Three more warrants are now planned in Chelmlsey Wood, and as a result of the integrated project this work will be extended into Fordbridge.
Healthy Eating
The Victory Gardens allotment off Longley Walk in Chelmsley Wood is being featured on BBC1 at 7:30pm on the Inside Out programme on Monday 25th January 2016. It is showing the Victory Garden build from when it was a waste piece of land to the thriving garden it is today. The project was started off by Kerrie Grandison in Neighbourhood Services and then developed by Gro-Organic into the fantastic growing site that it is today. Glynn Purnell is also with us on TV cooking up a storm for the local garden users.

The next meeting of the Focus on Food group is at Haslucks Green Junior School 28th January 2016 18:30 – 21:30. 

If you would like to attend book via eventbrite.  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/focus-on-food-group-tickets-20100570347

Feel free to invite others you think might be interested
We are launching the community food development fund at the next Food in Focus meeting. We have £10,000 and groups can submit applications for up to £2,000. 

We are looking for volunteers to be trained up to mark incoming bids. To volunteer to become a bid assessor email bryonibarbosa@solihull.gov.uk.
At the last Focus on Food group we discussed setting up an action group. The group will be looking at developing projects such as gleaning network/urban harvest, community markets, growing projects and other great ideas generated by the Focus on Food Group. We plan to start in February. To volunteer to be a part of this please email bryonibarbosa@solihull.gov.uk 
Dogs
Wednesday 10th February – SCH are offering a dog chipping service. Residents will need to call them on 717 1515 to book an appointment
Speedwatch

The Speedwatch process has been reviewed. Any referrals from the public will be looked at by the Neighbourhood Coordinators who will do some background work to check whether they are appropriate sites, and if so they will be sent in to Highways to go onto the programme. The process will be coordinated within our Neighbourhood team by Dave Stolz, who will also sending out any letters to speeding drivers in his capacity as a Special Police officer.
Speedwatch will begin again next month.
	Bickenhill

	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Tom Rogers/Kerrie  Grandison (Marston Green)
	0121 704 6425/ 6531
	trogers@solihull.gov.uk
kgrandison@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sgt
	Sgt Ellen Beedham     (Marston Green)
	0345 113 5000   

7922 6969
	e.beedham@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	SCH ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington (Rural area)
Raj Singh and Pat Brown (Marston Green)
	0121 779 1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk

gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
rsingh@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
pbrown@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· Burglary figures have gone down by 1 for this time last year, 2 for the year overall. However vehicle crime has gone up. Number plates are being stolen and there have been a number of incidences of people not locking their doors securely resulting in vehicle thefts. Please spread the word to residents to remember to check they have pressed their fobs properly.

· The Memorial Park is now quiet again after the successful joint initiative by the police and Parish Council. The NOMAD camera has been taken down and redeployed elsewhere.
· The Boy Racer problem on Bickenhill Parkway has now died down following some robust policing . It is still very much alive elsewhere in the Borough with over 100 cars attending a meet at Shirley Tescos. The Police blocked them in and charged many with public nuisance. SMBC are still going for an injunction, and information is being exchanged with Birmingham and Warwickshire LPUs (see below Blythe).
· The new Casino at Resort World has already given the police some headaches in terms of increased crime figures. This will be an area of focus for the time being.

	Blythe

	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Matt Gardner
	0121 704 6573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police 
	PC Andy Timmins,
PC Sharon Grant,

PC Tariq Dost.

CPSO Wendy Shale
	101 ext. 891 6011
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· Tesco Monkspath has completed the installation of speed bumps and steel bollards and barriers to help deter anti-social driving/ gatherings. Meanwhile Operation Spark continues with targeted patrols in the hotspot areas, there has been a reduction in the amount of boy racers, logs and complaints from business and public alike. Registration numbers have been obtained and added to the database for tactical use, and positive action taken at the scene, with prosecutions. This is sending out a message that the Police will no longer tolerate this behaviour on the highways. Additionally, there have been home visits to boy racers who been warned and vehicles inspected. At least one repeat offender has been interviewed and cautioned for public nuisance. Investigations are taking place into fraudulent insurance on vehicles used by boy racers. Solihull spark officers are now part of the regional forum on tackling boy racers. This is a forum including West Mercia, Staffs, and Warwickshire police forces. There are regional initiatives and operations taking place to tackle the problem.
· In Dickens Heath, Matt arranged for the Neighbourhood Rangers to remove all the overgrowth and weeds from around the newly placed planters which were positioned to deter parking and driving on grass verges to the rear/side of Tesco.  The area has been tidied and bark laid, this enhances the Streetscene and creates a big environmental improvement.
· We are still experiencing theft from motor vehicles, particularly in Dickens Heath where entry is gained because the vehicle is unlocked or by unknown means. Officers will continue to raise awareness not to leave valuables in vehicles and to check that 'the fob has done it's job'. High visibility patrols will be carried out at key locations and to target Offenders. Please report any suspicious activity to tel 101.
· Double yellow lines have now been installed in Shelly Crescent and single yellow lines in Hay Lane. This will assist in making the roads safer for children travelling to school.
· There is a public consultation in respect of Blythe Valley Park development proposals IM Properties have delivered leaflets and have arranged a drop-in exhibition at Cheswick Green Village Hall on Thursday 28th January between 2 and 4pm. A copy of the consultation leaflet is shown here: IMPQ3001 – Blythe Valley Park public exhibition publicity leaflet (print spec)
	Castle Bromwich

	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Steve Crook
	0121 704 8404
	scrook@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sgt
	Sgt Alistair Heathcote
	0345 113 5000   

7922 6286
	a.heathcote@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB officer
	Poonam Badhan and Karen Knight
	0121 779 1515
	pbadhan@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
kknight@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· Total recorded crime over the year is down by 3.4%

· The Parkfield Estate has been quieter recently following a period of disturbances. The Waterloo Housing tenant who has been victimising a vulnerable neighbour is due back in court on March 17th, and Waterloo are hoping this will resolve the problem

· Discussions are being held with Morrisons around security at the petrol station. A meeting was held with the national office on 13th January, and one of the issues under review was the sale of petrol to offroaders.

	Chelmsley Wood

	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Kerrie Grandison
	0121 704 6531
	kgrandison@solihull.gov.uk 

	Neighbourhood Police
	Sgt Ellen Beedham 
	0345 113 5000   

7922 6969

	e.beedham@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB officers
	Raj Singh, Sarah Lewis and Pat Brown
	0121 779 1515
	rsingh@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
slewis@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk

pbrown@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· Total recorded crime is down 14 on last December, but up 18 on the year to date, mainly due to theft from shops and stores. Burglary is down by 2 but up by 14 on the year. Vehicle crime is down.

· A firearms warrant has been carried out in Perch Avenue following the recovery of a stolen car with a gun in it nearby. No further weapons were found.

· The Town Centre has been a great deal quieter. There was some ASB at MacDonalds, but police quashed this effectively. The sale of the Town Centre has now been agreed. The new owners, Ellandi, have said that they are keen to look at the design theme adopted at the ASDA end and to carry this through. They have also expressed an interest in shopping centres that offer more than just an retail experience eg cinemas, leisure etc, and will be looking to see what is appropriate for Chelmsley Wood. Visit their website at  http://www.ellandi.com/Who-We-Are/About-Ellandi/ for more information. 
· Business Watch / Town Forum meeting – Chelmsley Wood Shopping Centre 

Over the past few months the local policing team has established a popular Business Watch to help reduce retail crime in Chelmsley Wood, on a monthly basis.   A Town Centre forum meeting has also given local agencies and partners the opportunity to feedback on possible improvements for the centre and work together in the future.  To get involved in future meetings please contact Becki Leonard on 0121 704 8752 or email bleonard@solihull.gov.uk 
· Following the unfortunate incident at the Playground whereby local teenagers harassed young people from SOLO, meetings have now been held with all the young people involved by Simon and Sgt Beedham to discuss their behaviour. 

· Work has now begun at the Playground on the building of new play structures with the funding provided by ALCOA. A student is also working with the staff to look at the effects of the Playground on building resilience amongst the young people that attend it, and this should prove to be really useful information.

· Warwickshire Wildlife Trust have been meeting with partners at the Bluebell Garden to look at its sustainability going forward. It has been agreed that the Garden needs to be promoted more widely.
	Dorridge and Hockley Heath Ward

	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
	Tom Rogers
	0121 704 6425 


	trogers@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Blythe)
	Matt Gardner
	0121 704 6573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police 
	PC Andy Timmins,

PC Sharon Grant,

PC Tariq Dost.

CPSO Wendy Shale
	101 ext. 891 6011

	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· WPC Sharon Grant reports that a rough sleeper was identified in Dorridge park over the Christmas and New Year. He was actually a fugitive who had been sought by West Midlands Police and was subsequently apprehended.

· Vehicle crime has reduced but there is still a trend of theft from motor vehicles left unlocked. Also some white vans have been targeted for theft with locks being cut. If residents see anyone acting suspiciously please can they ring 101 immediately or if you believe a crime is being committed ring 999.  If anyone has any further information please consider using the Safer Solihull Partnership’s online reporting form https://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/SMBCWebForms/?Form=Intel_Public or if you would like to remain anonymous call CRIMESTOPPERS on 0800 555 111
· We are aware of some  low numbers of burglaries in the Ward over the last four weeks;  it is important to keep car keys out of sight of doors and windows. Officers will be continuing to carry out high visibility patrols in the evenings especially with the darker nights that are upon us to deter any burglaries. Please help us by ensuring that all doors and windows are locked and secure and that you leave a light on if you are going out. Also consider the use of timer switches for household lights. Please report any suspicious activity to the Police on 101.
	Kingshurst and Fordbridge

	Neighbourhood Co-ord inator

	Phil Farrington-Lloyd
	0121 704 6527
	Pfarrington-lloyd@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sgt
	Sgt Beedham (Fordbridge)

Sgt Heathcote (Kingshurst)
	0345 113 5000   

7922 6969

7922 6286


	e.beedham@ west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

a.heathcote@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB officers
	Poonam Badhan and Karen Knight
	0121 779 1515
	pbadhan@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
kknight@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· As you know the Integrated project has split the ward into two in terms of police deployment. Kingshurst will be in the Smiths Wood, Castle Bromwich area, headed by Sgt Alistair Heathcote, and Fordbridge will be with Chelmsley Wood and Marston Green, headed by Sgt Ellen Beedham. This will not affect our service – the Ward will still be the province of our Phil.
· Total recorded crime is down by 7% at the same time last year. Burglary is down by 18 in total

· There have not been any further instances reported to the police of altercations over the parking outside Fordbridge School in Crabtree Drive

· There have been so few reports of ASB in and around the Parade that the case has now been closed. .

· The Arts Space is holding its AGM on Monday 25th January at the shop between 2 and 4pm. So far we have submitted 4 bids for funding to continue the project – Awards for All, Reaching Communities, Esmee Fairbarn and Paul Hamlyn Foundation. An Arts Council bid is in the pipeline. Alison has lined up some fascinating projects to start over the next month, with Brooklands Hospital, Childcare, and with Act on Dementia, who will be running Café Tempo sessions for carers to come in and chat.
	Knowle Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator (Dorridge)
Kerry Mountjoy (Knowle)
	Tom Rogers
	0121 704 6425 


	trogers@solihull.gov.uk
kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police 
	PC Andy Timmins,

PC Sharon Grant,

PC Tariq Dost.

CPSO Wendy Shale
	101 ext. 891 6011
	knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· Knowle Library will be running a health week between Monday 1st- Saturday 6th February to help individuals find the best options to aid their mental and physical well-being find out how you can make beneficial lifestyle choices, whilst moving towards a more satisfying physical and mental well-being. There will also be information for carers and sufferers of diseases such as stroke and dementia. Contact a member of staff for more details - Knowle Library, High Street, Knowle - Tel - 01564 775840

· Crabmill Close residents were consulted before Christmas about the introduction of parking restrictions, which initiated a positive response. The next stage is the formal consultation the precedes the introduction of a Traffic Regulation Order
· Officers will be conducting patrols to deter vehicle crime and will be carrying out security checks of vehicles to ensure that they are locked and no valuables are on display. Please ensure that your key fob has done it's job and your vehicle is secure. Please report any suspicious behaviour to us on tel 101

· We are aware of some low numbers of burglaries in the Ward over the last four weeks;  it is important to keep car keys out of sight of doors and windows. Officers will be continuing to carry out high visibility patrols in the evenings especially with the darker nights that are upon us to deter any burglaries. Please help us by ensuring that all doors and windows are locked and secure and that you leave a light on if you are going out. Also consider the use of timer switches for household lights. Please report any suspicious activity to the Police on 101.
	Meriden Ward


	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police 
	PC Jackie Brown, PC Simon Harrison, PCSO Tom Attwood 
	101 ext. 891 6011
	bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· Residents of Riddings Hill have planted three eating apple trees on a verge near their homes. Organised by Frances Wimpy and Andrew Burrow from the Berkswell Society, with financial assistance from Berkswell Parish Council, the aim is to use the verges both to provide spring colour and summer fruit for local residents.  The planting site is close to an old hedge row left when the estate was built and blackberries already grow wild, providing fruit for free. Conventional trees are great but planting fruit trees makes the land productive again.

· The Neighbourhood Activity Programme are assisting Balsall Common Lions with a Spring bulb planting project around street name plates.

· With the colder weather and possible frosty mornings upon us, defrosting vehicles on driveways are an attraction for passing car criminals. Please don't leave your car running on your driveway whilst it is defrosting and be aware of anybody suspicious in the area. Officers will be conducting early morning patrols to deter these crimes and to advise members of the Public. Please report any suspicious behaviour to the Police on tel 101
· We have been given thousands of bulbs by Wyevale Solihull (Blooms) Garden Centre which would otherwise have gone to waste. Most of our parishes and village groups have taken some to plant in the hope that they will come up this spring. We are very grateful to Dean Bash the Horticultural Manager and Branch Charities Champion. 
	Smiths Wood

	Neighbourhood Co-ordinator 


	Steve Crook
	0121 704 8404
	scrook@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police Sgt
	Sgt Alistair Heathcote 
	0345 113 5000   

7922 6286

	a.heathcote@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB officers
	Poonam Badhan and Karen Knight
	0121 779 1515
	pbadhan@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
kknight@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· Total recorded crime is down by 2.8%
· The two main offenders causing ASB problems in the area have been interviewed on 8th January and bailed on advice from the Youth Offending Service. They are being monitored closely by the partners through the ASB Forum and going forward by the Integrated project.
· The barriers in Ribble Walk have been installed, but some offroaders are going round them onto the grass. Steve has been out on site with partners to look at planting either side to prevent this. 

· The camera in Wyegate Close is also to be retained for the time being. 

· I am meeting with the NAP team and Solihull Moors on Thursday 21st  to discuss plans for football sessions next financial year
· Tammy Rowley and I met with Smith’s Wood Parish Council on Monday 11th to discuss the litter problem in Burton’s Way. Tammy explained that the Public Protection team will be patrolling the street and issuing Fixed Penalty Notices for littering. We explored the possibility of an anti-litter campaign, led by the Parish Council working with local schools. 
· Auckland Hall now offers a range of regular communities activities:
Monday –  Beavers    6 – 8 years.       17:15 – 18:30  
                      Cubs         8 – 10 years.     18:45 – 20:15
Tuesday –  WBC Fit Club      6 – 10 years    17:00 start  
                                                      11 years +       18:00 start
Wednesday – Wizzleworld   5 – 11 years  from 15:30 until 17:00 during term time.                                             Inclusive Sports  6 – 13 years   17:45 – 18:45
                          Aspired Education   10 – 16 years    19:00 – 20:00  Starting on the 27th January
Thursday – Cars Area, Big Local Drop in.  Open to all Cars Area residents   14:00 – 16:00 
· Thursday 25th February – 9:30 – 11:30 Big Local Café. Free Tea, Coffee and biscuits and a chance to meet new people. 

· There is also the Kingfisher food bank at the Hall on a Tuesday and Friday from 11:30 – 14:30 to drop off any donations.

5. Ward Contact List

Neighbourhood Manager
	Kath Hemmings (Rural)
Alison Lush (Bickenhill and North Solihull)
	0121 704 6358
0121 704 8031
	kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk
alisonlush@solihull.gov.uk



Police Inspector

	Meriden Inspector
	Alan Green
	101
ext 892 6046
	meridensector@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk


Neighbourhood Police 

	Blythe, Dorridge, Hockley Heath, Knowle, Meriden
Castle Bromwich, Kingshurst, Smiths Wood

Chelmsley Wood, Fordbridge and Marston Green
	Sergeant Mick Lloyd
PC Andy Timmins,

PC Sharon Grant,

PC Jackie Brown,

PC Tom Attwood

CPSO Wendy Shale

PC Simon Harrison

Sergeant Alistair Heathcote, 

PC Dave Cobley, PC Simon Garner, PC Chris Traves, PC Terrie Discenza, PC Waldron, PC Anita Connell,
PCSOs Allen Cameron, Chris Stowe, Michelle Collins, Brady and Took

Sergeant Ellen Beedham, PC  Bhup Patel, PC  Carole Vickers,

PC  Stewart Powers, PC Amy Lloyd, PC  Suki Malhi, PC Matt Gaunt, PC Shaun Hall, PCSOs 

Russ Hagan, Kelly Dunn, Karen Ballard, Chelsie Beardsmore

Ian Carr


	101 ext 891 6011
To be confirmed
“
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk
or

bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk
To be confirmed

“


Rural Area Neighbourhood Coordinators
	Blythe & Hockley Heath
	Matt Gardner
	0121 7046573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Dorridge 
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304

	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk 

	Knowle
	Tom Rogers
	0121 704 6425 


	trogers@solihull.gov.uk

	Meriden 
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk


North Area Neighbourhood Coordinators

	Bickenhill
	Tom Rogers/Kerrie  Grandison (Marston Green)
	0121 704 6425/ 6531
	trogers@solihull.gov.uk
kgrandison@solihull.gov.uk

	Castle Bromwich
	Steve Crook
	0121 704 8404
	scrook@solihull.gov.uk

	Chelmsley Wood
	Kerrie Grandison
	0121 704 6531
	kgrandison@solihull.gov.uk 

	Kingshurst
	Phil Farrington-Lloyd
	0121 704 6527
	Pfarrington-lloyd@solihull.gov.uk

	Smith’s Wood
	Steve Crook
	0121 704 8404
	scrook@solihull.gov.uk


ASB Hotline
The hotline for reporting anti-social behaviour is available Monday to Friday between 8am and 8pm and Saturday 8am to 1pm.  
If you experience anti-social behaviour or hate crime incidents and want to report them, call 0121 717 1500. 

Safer Travel 
Report nuisance or ASB on the public transport network as part of the See Something Say Something campaign text “Bus” “Rail” or “Metro” leave a space, then tell us details with time, date, location and route number to 83010, or use the self-reporting facility at www.safertravel.info or call 101 and ask for Safer Travel.

Solihull Active 

Solihull Active improves lives through sport and physical activity by inspiring communities to be more active, more often.  To find out about activities in your area:

Web:    www.solihullactive.co.uk  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/solihullactive1
Email:   solihullactive@solihull.gov.uk   

Tel:       (0121) 704 8201

West Midlands Fire Service

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525 

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525 or visit www.wmfs.net 

West Midlands Police – Neighbourhood Policing
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