Meriden Constituency Neighbourhood Newsletter May 2016

1. Welcome 
Welcome to the Meriden Constituency Neighbourhood Newsletter for May 2016.
The bi-annual Neighbourhood Services event, on this occasion entitled “the road less travelled”, took place on 28 April.  We were joined by colleagues from the Police, Finance, Highways, Boxclever and Solihull Moors.  Ellen and Penny from Meriden Adventure Playground explained the importance and benefits of play by involving members of the Team in a game as well as sharing stories from children who attend the playground.  Janet and Chris ran a session on target setting during which the team had the opportunity to set their targets for the year ahead.  Caroline acknowledged the application of the 7 steps programme and discussed continuous improvement within the Team. The NAP led a session on contract management during which Box Clever and  Solihull Moors spoke of the benefits their organisations had derived from working in partnership with the Council. Our police colleagues Jayne Turner and Darren Wilson demonstrated our new web site www.solihullgetinvolved.co.uk which was designed for us for £25 by a student at the college.  The aim of the web site is to encourage greater levels of community activity and also to promote the work that we do to keep the borough clean, green, safe and healthy.  

We were delighted to see our Director, Anne Brereton, at the event- Anne presented the Neighbourhood Coordinators with their Highways Inspection Certificates, which they earned for attending their very stringent refresher course. Well done, Team!
2. General News
 Meriden Adventure Playground

We were all shocked by the arson attack on the Adventure Playground on Friday May 6th. The Playpod, which had been built with a grant awarded to the MAPA (Meriden Adventure Playground Association) steering group, was gutted, together with bikes, scooters and play equipment that was stored inside – the damage done has a value of £10,000.
The response from the community so far has been terrific – offers of donations and assistance have been pouring in via Facebook, and the children at the Grace Academy immediately said they would like to go down to the Playground and help to repair the damaged area. We will be working with MAPA to arrange a community event to harness this goodwill, once the current construction programme on the site has been completed.
On a practical note, we have met with the Parks team, MAPA and the police to look at improving security at the Playground, and Parks are exploring the possibility of increasing the height of the fence. PC Vickers has prepared an application for a NOMAD camera to overlook the site, and we are looking to install some lighting that will mean any intruders will be picked up by cameras.
An item has been posted on the Solihull Get Involved website informing the public of the attack, and asking that any information relating to the offence should be phoned through to the police on 101 or via Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. Calls can be made anonymously. 
Here at the Council House Neighbourhood Coordinator Steve Crook is arranging a Cake Sale in support of the Playground on Wednesday May 25th – come along and enjoy some fantastic cake in a good cause!
Bluebell Gardens

Just as upsetting has been the mindless damage caused to the Bluebell Allotments on two consecutive weekends by vandals, who have trashed the fencing, the portacabin, and the planting beds, as well as attacking the neighbouring Town Council allotments. Partners and residents are completely at a loss as to why these idiots should want to destroy a site that has been created with hard work and care by local volunteers and partners, and which has provided produce for the Olive Branch at Three Trees, the MAPA Café in Meriden Park, Seeds of Hope, and the Bosworth Centre, as well as individual residents with plots on the site. 

Again, police would like any information that might help them to apprehend the culprits, as this kind of behaviour is pointless and totally unacceptable. Please call 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. Calls can be made anonymously. 

Donate your unwanted bedding

Tracey Brant is still collecting bedding – sheets, duvet covers, duvets and blankets (not pillows) for families in North Solihull who do not have any. We have already had some heart warming reports, such as one from a mother who had not had a decent nights sleep for a year since her baby was born as she did not have bedding for him. Please contact Tracey if you would like to donate on 0121 704 6784 or Email tbrant@solihull.gov.uk.

Support Mental Health Week – 16th-22nd May by advising your clients not to use loan sharks for the sake of their mental health.
We will be using the hashtag #loansharksdamagementalhealth all week as we show the link between borrowing from a loan shark and depression. We want to reach as many people as possible to warn them not to use loan sharks, and to encourage current victims to speak to us and access the help available. 
Research done by the IMLT showed that borrowers often suffer from severe depression as a result of their experiences with a loan shark. They talk of feeling isolated, having no sense of self-esteem or worth and even feeling suicidal. Once IMLT had intervened, the individual had received specialist support and the loan shark had been removed from the community, depression levels amongst those who had borrowed dropped dramatically – to no, or at worse, mild depression.

Please support this campaign by following @loansharknews 
Rogue Trader Week 

Rogue Trader Week is an annual campaign that takes place nationally, raising awareness and prompting a week of action to target rogue traders. Rogue traders are individuals or groups of people who cold-call householders, often targeting the most vulnerable, claiming to be bona fide businesses and purporting to offer services, most commonly maintenance or repair work. Offenders often charge large unacceptable fees whilst carrying out sub-standard work and occasionally intimidation tactics are used to ensure payment.

In April, partners from across Solihull have come together to target offenders, raise awareness and ensure Solihull is not an easy place for the unscrupulous to operate.

Solihull Trading Standards, West Midlands Police, Immigration, DVSA, Solihull Licensing and HMRC have worked together throughout the week visiting premises where work is being carried out and ensuring a professional and legal service is being delivered. The joint agency team have specifically targeted bogus builders, roofers and scrap metal collectors, targeting areas known to suffer from activity, including places where the most vulnerable live. As well as advising residents and challenging traders where appropriate, the team also undertook safeguarding duties removing a number of children who were identified at work on sites across the borough.

To compliment visits a series of vehicle check points were set up to catch those using the roads to operate illegally, sites included Ulleries Road and Chelmsley Road Solihull. All vehicles stopped underwent a series of multi-agency checks to ensure they were legal. On Wednesday at one check point in excess of 40 vehicles were stopped with two arrests being made and three vehicles seized by police. In addition five vehicles were taken off the road due to their condition and ten taxis were also stopped leading to Solihull Licensing Team advising four for the condition of their vehicles, and adherence to licensing conditions.

Paul Gudger of Solihull Trading Standards & PC Luke Prescott organised the operation and coordinated activity: “Rogue Traders seek to target the most vulnerable in our community, undertaking substandard work and charging unreasonable amounts for it. Often the elderly are targeted and are left with high additional repair bills and an empty bank account. The team who took part this week have made a real difference, removing vehicles from the road, arresting offenders, safeguarding the vulnerable and sending a clear message to those that ply for business in Solihull. This has been a real team effort and by using powers available to a range of partners we have achieved a great deal. Whilst this week has seen a rise in activity across the borough, these operations occur throughout the year ensuring Solihull remains a safe place to live”.

Residents can ensure they do not become a victim by avoiding door to door services, contacting registered professional traders, ensuring written quotes for work are provided and paying for services once work is complete. Consumer advice can be gained from Citizens Advice in the first instance on 03454 04 05 06, opening hours are 9am-5pm Monday to Friday. More complex problems, or complaints requiring investigation or assistance are referred to Trading Standards or other advice services. Please click here for help and advice including assistance finding reputable services.

Solihull Sports Awards

This year’s Solihull Sports Awards are now open for nominations. Categories include Sportsman and Sportswoman, Team of the Year, Coaching Achievement and our NEW award Community Club of the Year!

To nominate online and find out more about each category visit our ‘Latest News’ section on our homepage www.solihullactive.co.uk 

Solihull Civic Honours 2016

The Solihull Civic Honours Awards are a way of recognising the local unsung heroes who go above and beyond to make the borough a better place.

Nominations opened on Tuesday 3 May 201. The next awards ceremony will take place later this year with awards distributed by the Mayor of Solihull. 

Do you know someone who has made a difference in Solihull and deserves recognition? Perhaps a person who has volunteered for years at a local club or group? Or an unsung hero who works tirelessly in your community?

We are looking for people for the following categories:

 Creative Arts: An individual who has made a significant contribution to the arts in the Borough, e.g. visual art, theatre, music, photography or dance

Community Involvement: An individual or group who has made a real difference in their community

Inspirational Young Person: Someone aged 25 or under who is a real inspiration to their community or who has gained exceptional achievement in their chosen field

Making a Difference for Young People: Someone who has given up their time to make a difference for young people in the Borough

Sport: A person who has worked tirelessly behind the scenes to promote sport in Solihull

Mayor’s Award: Someone who has made an outstanding contribution to the lives of people of the Borough, or who has raised the profile of Solihull regionally, nationally or internationally

Submit your nomination online. The deadline for nominations is Sunday 31 July 2016. Successful entrants will be informed by the end of September 2016.
Off road bikes 

We are still appealing to everyone to share intelligence about this activity and to phone the ASB hotline on 0121 717 1500 with any information.  There will be further awareness raising via social media. Last month the police carried out a raid and seize operation which reduced the problem for a short while. More operations are planned.

As you are aware, there was a fatal crash involving a biker on the Collector Road  earlier this year. The funeral in St Alphege  drew a gathering of bikers and this led to some intimidating behaviour on roads in the North afterwards. A  huge number of items were left as tributes at the site of the crash, and the Council and police have been working together to deal with their removal sensitively once the appropriate period of time was over, in line with Council policy. Following close working with the Police Family Support Officer, the family have now removed 98% of the roadside memorials. Environment Services will continue to liaise with the family through the Police Family Support Officer in terms of the final few items and will continue to monitor the site daily so as to highlight any further tribute additions. 
A poster has been prepared which has been distributed by SCH, SMBC and West Midlands Police . This will also be placed on buses and be sent out via schools. Any offroad bikers should be reported to the ASB hotline 0121 717 1500 or Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 or emailed to bikeissuesa@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk.

The Patrons Lunch 

The Patrons Lunch is to be held in The Mall on Sunday 12 June.  Part of these celebrations is also to encourage local street parties.  For further information http://www.thepatronslunch.com
Job Shops

Chelmsley Wood Library – every Thursday 12-4pm 

Solihull Central Library - every Monday 12-4pm 

Drop in to speak to our Employment O​fficers to receive free and impartial advice about support to find jobs or training opportunities.
 Work Clubs
Elmwood Place, Burton’s Way Smith’s Wood – every 2nd and 4th Friday of the Month 

                                                                               1-3pm (excluding Bank Holidays)

 Just drop in or book an appointment to speak to our employment officers.

You can also find for more information about both Job Shops and Work Clubs on the attached flyer here
 Please call 0121 704 8076 for more information

The Little Read

On Saturday 4th June, there will be an exciting event in Chelmsley Wood Town Centre which will link in with the Library. There will be a marquee in the main square opposite Boots between 11am and 4pm for Chelmsley Wood's Little Read, where colourful characters from well loved books will be waiting with  a GIANT bookcase bringing magical stories to life for all the family. 

Children will also be able to take time out in the cozy corner with beanbags and alphabet matting and read a selection of books, provided by Chelmsley Wood Library, with parents. Selected books will be available for children to take home with them and there is even a bookmark craft station where kids can make their very own bookmark! 

 Please encourage residents to come along and enjoy the event with their children, and find out about the fantastic range of services offered by the Library. 
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3 Love Solihull/Rangers
The work of the NAP is now included under the banner of Love Solihull.  A newly established Environmental Project Board will ensure that all proposed environmental projects are presented and assessed against set criteria.  
All environmental projects managed by the NAP through Love Solihull will now offer community groups and local residents where project specific to sign up to the Neighbourhood Watch scheme.

Regular activities

Chelmsley Wood: 

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust (WWT) sessions on a Tuesday morning at Bluebell Community are continuing every week 10am-12noon.  This session continues to engage with local residents and welcomes more of the community to get involved.  

Boxing weekly session in partnership with BoxClever on a Monday at St Andrews Church 4:30-5:30pm 8-12yrs,  5:30-6:30pm 13+ yrs - £1 per person per session

Boxing weekly session in partnership with BoxClever on a Wednesday at St Andrews Church 5:30-6:30pm 8-12yrs,  6:30-7:30pm 13+ yrs - £1 per person per session

Kingshurst/Fordbridge:

FREE weekly StreetDance session on a Tuesday at CTC Academy Kingshurst 7-8pm 

FREE weekly Football session in partnership with Solihull Moors on a Friday at North Solihull Sports Centre 6 -8pm

SWAY – StreetDance weekly sessions at North Solihull Sports Centre – Dance Studio £3.70 per person per session;

Wednesday StreetDance - 4:45-5:45pm – 13-15 yrs

Thursday StreetDance – 4:45-5:45 pm – 10-12 yrs

Saturday Teen Street – 11:30-12:30 pm – 10-15 yrs

Saturday Adult Street – 12:30-13:30 pm – 16+ yrs


Aikido session at CTC Kingshurst Academy Gym for all ages from 8yrs+ - 8pm-9:30pm.  £3 per session per person.

Bickenhill:
Working in partnership with Gro-Organic and Amey to help transform a section of Marston Green Junior School’s grounds into an outdoor education and wildlife area.
Meriden:

Balsall Common Lions – Balsall Common Lions undertook maintenance along a Right of Way footpath near to the Premier Inn off the Kenilworth Road
Knowle:

Knowle Society Environment Volunteers – Carried out a village spruce up/Clean for the Queen on 12th May; during which they carried out planting, landscaping, painting and litter picking for several hours, leaving the village centre looking gorgeous in the sunshine!
Clean for the Queen Borough wide stats:

- No. of events: 16 (5 SMBC led and 11 community led)
- No of volunteer hours contributed from the community: 363

- No of waste bags collected: 301
Smith’s Wood:
Boxing weekly session in partnership with BoxClever on a Tuesday at Smith’s Wood Sports College 6-7pm 8+ yrs

FREE weekly Football session in partnership with Solihull Moors on a Thursday at Smith’s Wood Sports College 4:30 -6:30pm

FREE boxing session on Wednesday at Lode Heath School 6-8pm

FREE street dance session on Thursday at Lode Heath School 6-7pm
For further information please contact:

David Turton

Neighbourhood Activity Programme Manager

Neighbourhood Services

0121 704 8339

dturton@solihull.gov.uk @NAPSolihull
Environment Champions
For any enquiries e-mail:

environmentchampions@solihull.gov.uk
or call:
Christopher Edgell - 0121 704 8517 mobile – 07884236021
Solihull Moors

The Neighbourhood Activity programme in partnership with Solihull Moors Football Club is continuing to develop. The Moors have just won the County Cup and secured promotion to the top tier of non-league football. The NAP team are still delivering weekly social inclusion sessions and holiday provision in partnership with Moors through their contract, and are looking to place a volunteer with them from STEPS.

A bid was submitted to the Socio-Economic Workstream for Moors to deliver an employability training scheme, which has been successful. The target is to get 48 young people aged 16+ through a work skills level 1 course over a 12 month period.  There will be lots of added value sessions, for example mentoring, CV building, First Aid training etc.  The NAP team have been working with Interserve to design a programme and agree pathways into traineeships, apprenticeships and work placements to sit alongside this.  A number of their staff will be committing to mentoring and supporting the training.  

The first cohort will be a refugee group and then it will open up to referral agencies to refer people in for future cohorts. 

Neighbourhood Rangers
During the past month the Rangers have carried out the following works: Grounds maintenance at Hockley Heath Recreation ground; grounds maintenance at Willow Park in Balsall Common; park inspections for park and open spaces and egg oiling. They have begun their strimming programme, starting with the allotments.
They worked with the police at their Multi agency vehicle examination  at the NEC, and received  praise for their efforts. They also worked with PC Chris Gadd who went out with them to gain intelligence on motor bikes across the parks and open spaces.

They helped the Big Local on the Cars Estate, Smiths Wood, with their event, supplying them with marquees and generator, provided flowers for the voting at Solihull leisure centre and worked with the events team with the lighting of the beacon at Elmdon Park for the Queens 90th birthday.

They supplied the Adventure Playground with tools for the construction work they were doing with volunteers.

Congratulations to Barry who passed his fork lift course truck course and will be offering lifts to all and sundry (.
Tracey has been working with the Cars Big Local to develop an apprentice programme which will be funded through the Big Local Lottery funding. The apprentices will be employed by the Big Local to carry out maintenance and environmental improvement works on the Cars Estate in Smiths Wood, and the Rangers will be training and mentoring them and supporting them through their NVQ Level 2s in Environmental Conservation. We are very excited about this, as it will mean that local people will be offered the opportunity to learn skills and look after their neighbourhood for the community.
4. Integrated project
As part of the Solihull Integration Project, the Local Problem Solving (LPS) groups are now all up and running.  This is a reminder of the groups and the leader for each LPS whose role it is to ensure that the briefing takes place, is recorded and outcomes noted: 

1. Chelmsley Wood Partnership+ Fordbridge (Sgt Ellen Beedham)

2. Smith’s Wood, Kingshurst, Castle Bromwich (Sgt Alistair Heathcote)

3. Rural (Tom Rogers, Neighbourhood Services)

4. Solihull, Shirley (Chris Parker, Neighbourhood Services)

5. Lyndon, Elmdon, Olton, Silhill (Marcus Crockett, ASB Team/Annie Masters, Neighbourhood Services)

As part of the integration project, Caroline Naven now joins the Daily Management Meetings (DMM) at the Police Station to see how the Council can assist with crimes and ASB as they arise.  Since she has joined, the Council has been able to assist with a number of issues including:

· Organising operations to check SCH garages for stolen goods/vehicles,

· Liaison with Tudor Grange re spate of bike thefts,

· Refer a number of cases to Trading Standards,

· Disseminate a list of stolen vehicles to our contractors and officers so they can be alert for them,

· Engagement with residents in areas where there have been an increase in certain types of offences e.g. burglary
Precautions against burglary

It is that time of year again, when warm weather means that windows are left open. Please pass on the message to all residents to keep doors and windows closed at time when the property might be vulnerable.
	Chelmsley Wood/Fordbridge/Marston Green

	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Tom Rogers (Marston Green)/Kerrie  Grandison (Chelmlsey Wood)/Phil Farrington Lloyd (Fordbridge)
	0121 704 6425/ 6531/
	trogers@solihull.gov.uk
kgrandison@solihull.gov.uk
pfarrington-lloyd@solihull.gov.uk


	Neighbourhood Police Sgt
	Sgt Ellen Beedham     
	0345 113 5000   

7922 6969
	e.beedham@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk#


	SCH ASB Officers
	Raj Singh and Pat Brown 
	0121 779 1515
	rsingh@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
pbrown@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· Crime statistics in the area (year to date) as are follows:

Chelmsley Wood : 

Total crime is up from 147 to 193 (+31%).

                                  

House burglaries up from 3 to 10 (+70%)

                                                        
Violent Crime with injury down from 24 to 23 (-4%)
                                                        
Vehicle Crime down from 9 to 6 (-33%)

Kingshurst and Fordbridge:           Total crime up from 94 to 131 (+26%)






House burglaries up from 8 to 11 (+27%)






Violent Crime with injury down from 22 to 18 (-18%)
                                                            Vehicle crime up from 8 to 13 ( +62%)

· An Awareness Day was held at Chelmsley Wood Shopping Centre on Friday 29th April from 10am to 3pm. Partners were invited to promote their services to the local community in Chelmsley Wood.  The Advice Hub Police, libraries, Connect, Health, leisure and other agencies and partners will showcase what support is on offer.  A marquee and tables have been organised and partners just need to bring presentation material and displays

· We  have been working with the Town Centre and ASDA to look at improvements to the perimeter of ASDA car park and the temporary car park on the old Library site, which is owned by the Council. ASDA has replaced the boundary fencing, which had fallen down, with eco-friendly durable plastic which has stopped litter blowing into the temporary car park, and the lighting has been checked by the Lighting team. We are now working on an on-going solution for the maintenance of the temporary car parks – a clean up was carried out there recently by Connect and ASDA staff and over 37 bags of rubbish were collected. Connect staff regularly collect the litter from the temporary car park, and ASDA staff of course look after their car park.

· Bluebell Community Garden held a Spring Fair event on 4th April which attracted lots of local families.  The event lasted about 1.5hours and families enjoyed activities such as; an Easter egg hunt, flower trail and bird feeder making.  The garden will be hoping to hold a couple of similar events during the summer months. 

· As mentioned above, sadly the Bluebell Community Garden was subjected to some mindless vandalism for the last two weekends. We are hoping that some intelligence from the community will help to apprehend the culprits. Meanwhile Mark and the volunteers are working hard to clear up the mess, with help from Gro-Organic and Warwickshire Wildlife Trust.
· Also mentioned above, there was an arson attack on the Playground on Friday 6th May. We have been overwhelmed by the community response. The staff are busily engaged in the construction training programme funded by ALCOA, which will be going on for another few weeks. MAPA will then be planning for the future, beyond the summer Playscheme which will be taking place as usual. We are liaising with our colleagues in Health and Childrens Services on the Play Needs Assessment which is to be carried out this year and which will inform play services in Solihull going forward.
	Blythe/Dorridge and Hockley Heath, Knowle, Meriden, rural Bickenhill

	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Blythe - Matt Gardner;
Knowle, Dorridge & Hockley Heath - Kerry Mountjoy

Bickenhill -Tom Rogers

Meriden -Bruce Brant
	0121 704 6573
0121 704 8304

0121 704 6425

0121 704 6435
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk
kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk
trogers@solihull.gov.uk
bbrant@solihull.gov.uk

	Neighbourhood Police 
	PC Andy Timmins
PC Sharon Grant
CPSO Wendy Shale

PC Jackie Brown

PC Simon Harrison 
PCSO Tom Attwood
	101 ext. 891 6011
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB Officers
	Marcus Crockett and Gemma Ashington

	0121-779-1515
	mcrockett@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
gemmaashington@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk



· Cheswick Green – PC Andy Timmins reports a spike in theft from motor vehicles. As a result the PCSO’s carried out some high visibility vehicle checks which revealed that many vehicles are still being left insecure, providing an ideal opportunity for opportunists, so do please check and double check that your vehicle is locked.  This advice relates to other parts of Blythe where we are still experiencing on-going theft from motor vehicles, particularly in Dickens Heath. Please report any suspicious activity to tel 101.
· Police have been patrolling and speaking to parents after a Cheswick Green school girl was reportedly offered a lift to school from a stranger in a white van on Saxonwood Road.  

· Monkspath - Off road bikers have been causing ASB in the Hay Lane area – offenders have been stopped and issued with Section 56 warnings. WMP are looking to follow up if necessary by seizing the bikes of the offenders.
· Braggs Farm Lane has been closed temporarily pending repair works when nearby development has finished.

· Hockley Heath – KM reported litter problem.  WMP and Early Help investigated this,  a cashpoint in Sainsbury car parks had been set on fire. KM reported evidence of drugs taken. 

· Dorridge – there have been some further reports of anti-social behaviour on the Sainsbury’s car park with 3 to 4 calls received in one day and a cashpoint machine being set on fire. Some evidence of drug taking has been seen. Also some damage and vandalism took place in Hanbury Park. Meanwhile test purchasing of cigarettes and alcohol was carried out in the area and local traders performed well by challenging and refusing underage sales.

· Box Trees Farm – Trading Standards Officers report that Box Trees Farm has been used as a false trading address for rogue traders and are seeking any intelligence on this issue.
· Knowle and Dorridge - the good weather in early May brought a spike in thefts in Knowle and Dorridge which were targeted for car key burglary and theft of vehicle consoles. Its important that residents remain vigilant on hot days and remember to close and secure doors and windows at night and make sure that vehicles are locked.
· Knowle – Kerry Mountjoy and PC Sharon Grant had a great day supporting the Knowle Society Environmental volunteers carry out their village spruce up/ Clean for the Queen Project on 12 May.  The volunteers worked on the area around St John’s Way precinct, Warwick Road and the High Street, carrying out landscaping, planting, painting and litter picking.  PC Grant was also given a few extra challenges to complete resulting in her getting an un-taxed car removed and impounded from the Warwick Road and re-uniting a lady with a lost handbag.  An excellent day!
· Wild Life Crime – PC Andy Timmins is our local Wild Crime Officer and has told us of a rise in wildlife crime including poaching of birds eggs, badger disturbance, shooting of animals and pieces of meat being left to poison wildlife (which may be due to an increase in numbers of buzzards in the countryside which can attack livestock).  These crimes are taken seriously and if anyone has anything to report they should directly contact PC Timmins via the police 101 number.   

· Loose Horses in danger - PC Timmins has also been working with Inspector Emma Thomson and Kath Hemmings  regarding an increased problem with loose horses.  In a recent incident four horses were on the loose at Brimingham Airport carparks resulting in partnership staff being on site for six hours along with highway services and an emergency vet.  Over a fourteen month period there were 136 calls to the police relating  to 44 separate incidents of loose horses. All the calls were successfully resolved with the help of the public i.e. horse lovers who have been able to assist. A number of incidents have resulted in Road Traffic Collisions with damage recorded to motor vehicles. None of the logs identify where from or how the horse has escaped. This issue will be considered by the partnership tasking group and meanwhile a visit has been made to an equine emergency service to consider the kind of help and services which may be available.
· Catherine De Barnes Lane – the New Emirates Airbus is causing visitors to park on Catherine de Barnes lane to see it land at 12:20pm everyday – this can be a nuisance with vehicles parking up and obstructing footway/cycleway.
· Marsh Lane Hampton in Arden  – Fly tipping is continuing at this location and partners are considering a number of interventions to catch offenders, including the deployment of covert cameras. Tom and the Parish Council organised a community clean up to tidy up the area. 

· Ryton End and Baulk Lane – are also suffering from sporadic fly-tipping of household and green waste - this is being monitored by partners.
· Jubilee Centre – Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire Sport are supporting the Jubilee Centre in Balsall Common with youth provision following the departure of the regular youth worker.  It is hoped that this will meet with the trust’s requirements going forward.
· Millisons Wood – Andy Timmins was called after a one-off incident of two dogs being shot by an air rifle pellet with one almost being killed.  Andy received some intelligence from an anonymous source but needs more information.  He has carried out a letter drop on all of Albert Road and added to social media. 

	Castle Bromwich/ Kingshurst/Smith’s Wood

	Neighbourhood Coordinator
	Steve Crook
Phil Farrington-Lloyd (Kingshurst)
	0121 704 8404
	scrook@solihull.gov.uk
pfarrington-lloyd@solihull.gov.uk


	Neighbourhood Police Sgt
	Sgt Alistair Heathcote
	0345 113 5000   

7922 6286
	a.heathcote@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

	ASB officer
	Poonam Badhan and Karen Knight
	0121 779 1515
	pbadhan@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk
kknight@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk


· Crime statistics in the area (year to date) as are follows:

· Castle Bromwich:                     Total crime up from 78 to 93 (+19%)
 



House burglaries are the same number – 3





Violent crime with injury are up from 2 to 6 (up 300%)





Vehicle crime is down from 22 to 13 (-40%)

· Kingshurst and Fordbridge:    Total crime up from 94 to 131 (+26%)

       


             
House burglaries up from 8 to 11 (+27%)

   



Violent Crime with injury down from 22 to 18 (-18%)

                                                     Vehicle crime up from 8 to 13 ( +62%)

We have separate figures for Kingshurst for the past month in response to resident concerns raised at the Parade meeting:

Between 19th April and 12th May there were 4 reports of anti-social behaviour and 7 reports of off road related incidents. There have been 2 robberies ( one personal and one business related); 4 burglaries; 8 instances of damage to motor vehicle and property (the latter being windows smashed by stones); one arrest for drugs; one theft of a motor vehicle; and one theft from a shop window, captured on CCTV and followed by an arrest.
· Smith’s Wood:


Total crime down from 87 to 85 (-3%)





House burglaries down from 6 to 1 (-80%)





Violent crime with injury up from 13 to 15 (+15%)





Vehicle crime up from 3 to 5 (+66%)

· Residents adjacent to the Lanchester Park have reported continual incidents of youths knocking down the fencing that was erected between their housing and the parkland by developers. This land is not owned by the Council, but Steve is looking into a possible solution.
· There have been reports of youths gathering in the Parade in Kingshurst and intimidating shopkeepers, smoking drugs and generally behaving in a threatening manner. Police have responded by attending, locking down the Parade and gathering details of the offenders. They will continue to patrol the area and respond to any reports that are sent in as promptly as possible.
· Although the number of offroad reports had decreased significantly after the police raids last month, they have increased again: of police reports received 38% were for offroaders recently.

· There has been a group of youths causing minor issues in Corncrake and Chaffinch and on Waldon Walk. Police are dealing with the main offenders on an individual basis, making home visits and utilising Acceptable Behaviour Agreements where appropriate.

· The drainage team have been looking into the flooding of the subway under the Collector Road off Auckland Drive, which is perennial problem. It is believed that this may be caused by a build up of material in the piped network, and the Council’s contractors will be focusing on this blockage.

· Phil has been working hard to organise herb planting in the planters outside Crabtree Hall. He will be supported by pupils from the Grace Academy and colleagues to carry this out in the next week or so.

· Now that funding has been secured from Trusthouse Charitable Foundation to support the continuation of Alison Saint in her post as Project Coordinator at Arts Space the project will be firing on all cylinders again. Alison has had a well earned rest over April, and will be working with Aimee Green and the Arts Space Steering Committee to develop the project over the coming year.

There will not be a Kingshurst By the Sea event this year as the group have not had time to plan one, and funding is tight, but they will be looking at possible community events in the future.

· A reminder that Auckland Hall now offers a range of regular communities activities:

Monday –  Beavers    6 – 8 years.       17:15 – 18:30  

                           Cubs         8 – 10 years.     18:45 – 20:15

Tuesday –  WBC Fit Club      6 – 10 years    17:00 start  

                                                      11 years +       18:00 start

Wednesday – Wizzleworld            5 – 11 years  from 15:30 until 17:00 during term time.                                Inclusive Sports      6 – 13 years   17:45 – 18:45

                          Aspired Education 10 – 16 years    19:00 – 20:00  Starting on the 27th January

Thursday – Cars Area, Big Local Drop in.  Open to all Cars Area residents   14:00 – 16:00 
5. Ward Contact List

Neighbourhood Manager
	Kath Hemmings (Rural)
Alison Lush (Bickenhill and North Solihull)
	0121 704 6358
0121 704 8031
	kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk
alisonlush@solihull.gov.uk



Police Inspector

	Meriden Inspector
	Allan Green
	101
ext 892 6046
	meridensector@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk


Neighbourhood Police 

	Blythe, Dorridge, Hockley Heath, Knowle, Meriden
Castle Bromwich, Kingshurst, Smiths Wood

Chelmsley Wood, Fordbridge and Marston Green
	Sergeant Mick Lloyd
PC Andy Timmins,

PC Sharon Grant,

PC Jackie Brown,

PC Tom Attwood

CPSO Wendy Shale

PC Simon Harrison

Sergeant Alistair Heathcote, 

PC Dave Cobley, PC Simon Garner, PC Chris Traves, PC Terrie Discenza, PC Waldron, PC Anita Connell,
PCSOs Allen Cameron, Chris Stowe, Michelle Collins, Brady and Took

Sergeant Ellen Beedham, PC  Bhup Patel, PC  Carole Vickers,

PC  Stewart Powers, PC Amy Lloyd, PC  Suki Malhi, PC Matt Gaunt, PC Shaun Hall, PCSOs 

Russ Hagan, Kelly Dunn, Karen Ballard, Chelsie Beardsmore

Ian Carr


	101 ext 891 6011
101 EXT 891 6037
101 EXT 891 6037
	blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk
or

bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk



Rural Area Neighbourhood Coordinators
	Blythe & Hockley Heath
	Matt Gardner
	0121 7046573
	mgardner@solihull.gov.uk

	Dorridge 
	Kerry Mountjoy
	0121 704 8304

	kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk 

	Knowle
	Tom Rogers
	0121 704 6425 


	trogers@solihull.gov.uk

	Meriden 
	Bruce Brant
	  0121 704 6435
	bbrant@solihull.gov.uk


North Area Neighbourhood Coordinators

	Bickenhill
	Tom Rogers/Kerrie  Grandison (Marston Green)
	0121 704 6425/ 6531
	trogers@solihull.gov.uk
kgrandison@solihull.gov.uk

	Castle Bromwich
	Steve Crook
	0121 704 8404
	scrook@solihull.gov.uk

	Chelmsley Wood
	Kerrie Grandison
	0121 704 6531
	kgrandison@solihull.gov.uk 

	Kingshurst
	Phil Farrington-Lloyd
	0121 704 6527
	Pfarrington-lloyd@solihull.gov.uk

	Smith’s Wood
	Steve Crook
	0121 704 8404
	scrook@solihull.gov.uk


ASB Hotline
The hotline for reporting anti-social behaviour is available Monday to Friday between 8am and 8pm and Saturday 8am to 1pm.  
If you experience anti-social behaviour or hate crime incidents and want to report them, call 0121 717 1500. 

Safer Travel 
Report nuisance or ASB on the public transport network as part of the See Something Say Something campaign text “Bus” “Rail” or “Metro” leave a space, then tell us details with time, date, location and route number to 83010, or use the self-reporting facility at www.safertravel.info or call 101 and ask for Safer Travel.

Solihull Active 

Solihull Active improves lives through sport and physical activity by inspiring communities to be more active, more often.  To find out about activities in your area:

Web:    www.solihullactive.co.uk  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/solihullactive1
Email:   solihullactive@solihull.gov.uk   

Tel:       (0121) 704 8201

West Midlands Fire Service

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525 

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525 or visit www.wmfs.net 

West Midlands Police – Neighbourhood Policing

http://www.west-midlands.police.uk/np/solihull/yourneighbourhood/index.asp[image: image2.wmf][image: image3][image: image4]
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